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POPULAR   ATTACKS   ON 
CHRISTIANITY 

THE   inhabitants    of    the    United    Kingdom    may  be 
divided  into  three  classes  : 

(a)  Children  (who  believe  what  they  are  told  to 
believe  ) ; 

(b)  Women  (whose  religious  intuitions  are  keen, 
and  who  therefore  tend  to  be  religious)  ; 

(c)  Men  (who  aim  at  being  rational,  and  at  only 
believing  that  which  is  adequately  supported  by 
evidence) . 

Or,  again,  the  population  of  Great  Britain  may  be 
classified  thus  : 

(1)  Those  who  are  religious  and  believe  in  God ; 

(2)  Those  who  are  aggressively  irreligious  and 
emphatically  disbelieve  in  God ; 

(3)  Those  who  are  indifferent  to  religion,  be 
cause  they  cannot  tell  what  they  ought  to  believe 
or  what  they  should  disbelieve. 

On  Sundays  those  who  are  definitely  religious  go  to 
church.  And  Church  workers,  both  clerical  and  lay, 
devote  all,  or  nearly  all,  their  energies  to  preaching  to, 
and  teaching,  those  who  already  believe  in  God,  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  a  future  life. 
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Those  who  are  actively  hostile  to  all  religion  as 
semble  in  the  parks  and  other  open  spaces,  which  are 
crowded  all  day  on  Sundays,  and  Atheist1  public 
speakers  of  various  schools  mount  small  platforms, 
and  during  the  whole  of  Sunday  heap  ridicule  and 
fierce  contempt  upon  Theism  in  general,  upon  Christi 
anity  in  particular — and  upon  the  clergy  most  of  all. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  those  who  are  indifferent 
to  religion,  and  of  those  who — without  being  in  the 
least  indifferent — do  not,  and  perhaps  cannot  without 
assistance,  tell  what  they  ought  to  believe,  wander  out 
into  the  parks  and  other  open  spaces,  where  they  find 
themselves  mingling  with  the  Atheists  assembled  there 
in  the  Secularists'  strongholds. 

The  Church  is  slowly  beginning  to  realise  that  if 
working-men  and  others  will  not  go  to  church,  the 
Church  must  go  to  them,  where  they  are  known  to 
assemble  in  their  thousands,  in  the  parks  and  other 
open  spaces,  and  where  they  are  ready  to  listen  to 
those  who  know  how  to  speak  to  them. 

Some  years  ago  I  happened  to  stroll  across  a  London 
park  one  Sunday  afternoon,  and  there  I  saw  a  most 
eloquent  and  most  blasphemous  Atheist  lecturer,  who 
is  a  Materialist,  addressing  a  large  and  very  attentive 
crowd  of  men  and  lads.  Most  of  the  latter,  probably, 
either  belonged  to  Sunday  schools  and  Bible  classes 
or  else  had  left  them  but  recently.  The  eloquent  and 
humorous  anti-religious  demagogue  was  blaspheming 
and  using  the  most  disgraceful  language,  and  the  lads 

1  Atheists  nowadays  do  not  actually  deny  the  existence 
of  God.  Their  contention  now  is  that  there  is  no  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  God.  They  frequently  say  that  the  man 
who  denies  the  existence  of  God  is  almost  as  foolish  as  the 
man  who  asserts  His  existence,  because  there  are  no  data  for 
forming  any  opinion  on  the  subject.  But  they  do  all  that 
they  can  to  show  that  Theism  is  demonstrably  false. 


POPULAR  ATTACKS  ON  CHRISTIANITY          5 

were  listening  with  intense  interest  to  his  fierce  and 
contemptuous  attack  upon  Christianity.  I  could  not 
resist  attacking  the  lecturer  and  defending  the  Christian 
religion  there  and  then.  And  ever  since  that  day  I 
tiave  spent  hours  every  Sunday,  and  also  on  week 
nights,  speaking  in  the  parks,  and  organising  an  anti- 
Atheistic  campaign  ;  and  day  by  day,  year  after  year, 
I  have  been  doing  my  best  to  combat  the  deliberate 
manufacture  of  Scepticism  in  the  open  spaces  and  in 
the  Press  by  trained  advocates  of  Atheism. 

Every  Sunday,  when  other  devout  Christians  are 
quite  otherwise  engaged,  quietly  and  peacefully  wor 
shipping  in  church,  I  make  my  way  past  scores  of 
churches,  and  busy  cinematograph  palaces,  and  through 
streams  of  festive  holiday-makers  to  some  park.  There, 
within  sound  of  many  church  bells,  and  within  sight 
of  many  church  steeples,  but  beyond  the  horizon  and 
outside  the  field  of  attention  of  the  Church,  I  find 
about  a  dozen  portable  platforms  each  of  which  is 
occupied  by  a  popular  lecturer  and  is  surrounded  by 
a  crowd.  There  are  probably  three  Atheist  meetings 
being  conducted  simultaneously,  and  only  one  Christian 
Evidence  platform  (which  belongs  to  the  Christian 
Evidence  Society,  or  to  one  of  its  active  branches,  such 
as  the  North  London  Christian  Evidence  League). 
The  other  platforms  represent  various  popular  causes, 
most  of  which  are  keen  rivals  to  Christianity,  and  some 
of  which  are  violently  hostile  to  all  religion.  There 
are,  however,  evangelistic  meetings  of  some  kind  in 
many  parks  and  in  other  open  spaces,  but  the  religious 
people  who  support  such  meetings  and  who  form  the 
bulk  of  the  audiences,  become  exhausted  in  a  third,  or 
even  in  one-sixth  of  the  time  that  the  average  Atheist 
or  Christian  evidence  meeting  lasts,  and  during  which  it 
retains  the  whole  attention  of  the  people. 
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These  parks  are  essentially  the  strongholds  of  the 
enemies  of  all  religion,  the  happy  hunting  grounds  of 
Atheists,  Materialists,  and  Determinists.  The  lecturing, 
the  arguing,  the  questioning,  etc.,  goes  on  (with  but 
short  intervals  for  meals — which  are,  however,  some 
times  dispensed  with),  all  the  morning,  all  the  after 
noon,  and  all  the  evening.  With  the  exception  of  the 
short  intervals  for  meals,  the  vast  crowds  of  people 
stay  there  the  entire  day,  and  many  ignore  meal  times, 
and  seem  to  dispense  with  lunch  and  tea.  These 
people  are  there  for  fresh  air,  for  instruction,  and  for 
amusement.  Some  prefer  instruction  to  amusement, 
others  prefer  amusement  to  instruction,  and  both  kinds 
of  listeners  mean  by  instruction  dogmatic  statements 
which  may  not  or  may  be  true,  and  which  consist  for 
the  most  part  of  attacks  upon  current  religious  beliefs, 
or  upon  what  are  erroneously  regarded  as  being  current 
religious  beliefs. 

In  our  big  towns  the  enemies  of  religion,  who  are 
wiser,  and  are  also  much  more  economical,  in  their 
generation  than  are  the  children  of  light,  carry  their 
stock-in-trade  (a  cheap  stand,  a  vivid  imagination,  and 
a  capacity  for  public  speaking)  to  the  nearest  public 
meeting  ground,  and  when  arrived  there  they  use  the 
crowded  open  spaces  for  their  sphere  of  labour.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  clergy  build  expensive  churches 
and  other  ecclesiastical  buildings,  into  which  they 
endeavour  to  entice  the  people.  Their  opponents,  on 
the  contrary,  go  to  where  the  men  are  already  assembled 
in  thousands,  and  where  they  have  nothing  else  to  do 
but  to  listen  to  lectures.  The  latter  method  is  at  once 
far  more  effective  as  a  means  of  reaching  the  masses, 
and  it  is  also  much  more  economical. 

While  the  Church  is  wholly  engrossed  indoors,  and 
with  an  horizon  bounded_by_bricks  and  mortar,  a 
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weary,  but  enthusiastic  little  handful  of  men  are  at 
work  in  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  various  strongholds, 
in  and  around  which  the  innumerable  truants  from 
Church  and  from  Sunday  School  are  assembled. 

Sunday  is,  for  the  Christian,  a  day  of  worship  ;  but 
for  the  majority  of  the  poor  it  is  merely  a  holiday. 
The  holiday-makers  are  to  be  found  strolling  some 
what  aimlessly  about,  vaguely  looking  out  for  a  little 
amusement  or  instruction,  and  any  propagandist,  if 
he  can  provide  either  the  one  or  the  other,  is  sure  of  a 
large  and  attentive  audience  of  men  and  lads. 

Many  of  these  holiday-makers  are  frivolous  enough, 
but  many  of  them  say  that  they  assemble  at  "  their 
open-air  university  to  learn  something  "  ;  and  they  ex 
plain  that  they  hold  no  brief  for  anything  but  the  truth, 
but  that  they  wish  to  hear  both  sides  of  every  living, 
popular  controversy.  I  can  not  think  that  the  Church 
is  unable  to  provide  good  men  for  these  "  open-air 
universities,"  men  who  will  teach  the  vast  crowds  of 
men  and  lads  who  are  so  anxious  to  learn. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  of  course,  that  the  men  and 
boys  who  have  deserted  their  places  of  worship,  and 
have  become  habitu&s  of  the  parks,  have  several  elo 
quent  and  popular  "  teachers  "  to  choose  from  in  every 
park,  and  the  crowd  inevitably  gravitates  towards  those 
speakers  whom  they  consider  to  be  the  ablest,  the  most 
instructive,  or  the  most  amusing,  leaving  the  other 
lecturers  devoid  of  pupils.  In  every  public  meeting 
ground  we  see  the  law  of  the  "  survival  of  the  fittest  " 
at  work.  I  mean  by  the  "  fittest  "  in  this  connection 
not  necessarily  the  most  scholarly,  nor  those  who  have 
thought  the  most  profoundly,  but  rather  those  who  are 
by  birth  and  by  training  the  fittest  to  correspond, 
actively  and  vitally,  with  that  strange  and  cosmopolitan 
environing  crowd. 
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The  chief  popular  demand  is  for  a  racy  attack  upon 
some  opponent's  position.  The  next  most  popular 
demand  is  for  brief  and  simple  answers  to  their  never- 
ceasing  flow  of  eager,  and  really  awkward,  questions. 
Personally,  for  the  last  two  years  I  have  preferred  to 
supply  the  latter  demand  instead  of  the  former,  which 
used  to  be  my  custom,  and  I  have  done  little  else  of 
late  every  Sunday  but  answer  questions,  hour  after 
hour,  instead  of  giving  a  lecture.  The  people  are  full 
to  overflowing  of  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  awkward 
questions,  most  of  them  being  very  much  to  the  point 
from  their  point  of  view.  Usually  I  answer  questions 
for  three  hours  at  a  time  without  cessation,  and  some 
times  for  as  many  as  five  hours  at  a  stretch.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  it  is  I — not  the  audience — which  has 
had  enough  of  it.  I  find  that  for  the  whole  time  the 
people  are  rooted  to  the  spot  by  their  doubts,  and  by 
their  anxiety  to  solve  them,  even  when  it  is  pouring 
with  rain  or  freezing  hard. 

The  Church  should  go  out  and  fight  false  prophets, 
as  well  as  stay  at  home  and  teach  docile  followers. 
There  is  not  enough  being  done  to  prevent  Secularist 
advocates  winning  over  the  people  to  Atheism  and  to 
Materialism.  Those  of  us  who  are  doing  the  work  to 
which  I  refer  are  not  numerous  enough  to  win  the 
fight  without  at  least  some  organised  help  from  the 
Church,  which  is  at  present  apt  to  ignore,  and  even  to 
despise,  our  task.  The  reason  we  do  not  carry  all 
before  us  is  that  we  cannot  put  a  sufficient  number 
of  good  men  into  the  field.  And  one  reason  why  we 
cannot  do  so  is  that  a  certain  type  of  ecclesiastic  con 
siders  this  kind  of  work  undignified.  It  would  knock 
a  lot  of  nonsense  out  of  a  certain  type  of  our  kid-glove 
critics  if  individuals  of  this  type  of  ladylike  young  men 
would  come  out  into  the  open  and  "  face  the  music  " 
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in  the  way  I  suggest.  They  would  come  to  realise 
that  the  most  dignified  thing  for  a  soldier  of  Christ  is 
to  think  less  of  keeping  his  uniform  free  from  mud,  and 
to  think  more  of  getting  to  grips  with  the  enemy.  And  the 
official  leaders  of  the  Church  could,  in  this  way,  by  enter 
ing  the  firing  line,  best  learn  precisely  why  the  masses 
have  left  us,  and  what  it  is  that  they  need,  and  what  it  is 
that  we  have  not,  as  yet,  supplied  them  with.  The 
Church  will  certainly  have  to  find  out  such  things 
somehow,  if  it  is  ever  to  win  the  masses  back  into  the 
fold.  Neither  the  study  nor  the  clerical  meeting  is 
the  place  to  learn  this,  nor  is  the  pulpit ;  the  best 
method  of  studying  the  mind  of  King  Demos  is  to  hear 
what  he  has  to  say  when  he  sets  to  work  to  express 
his  mind  forcibly. 

What  the  cause  is  crying  out  for  most,  however,  is, 
undoubtedly,  adequately-trained  working-men.  It  is 
the  first  law  of  public  speaking  that  speakers  must 
know  their  audiences.  But  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
refined,  cultured  and  ecclesiastically  minded  clergy 
men  of  gentle  birth  to  see  things  from  the  point  of 
view  of  ordinary  working-men.  Working-men  speakers, 
on  the  other  hand,  have  nothing  to  learn  with  regard 
to  the  point  of  view  of  working  men. 

Further,  if  we  allowed  our  working-men  to  be  our 
spokesmen  to  the  masses,  both  the  speakers  and  also 
their  hearers  would  be  a  great  deal  more  friendly  in 
their  attitude  towards  the  Church  than  is  the  case  at 
present.  We  have  much  to  learn  from  the  Dissenters 
in  this  respect,  but  even  they  have  not  adequately 
grasped  the  obvious  importance  of  employing  working- 
men  to  reach  working-men. 

As  I  have  said,  it  is  slowly  being  recognised  by  the 
Church  that  if  working  men  will  not  go  to  church, 
representatives  of  the  Church  must  go  to  the  working- 
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men.  We  are  beginning  to  realise  that  if  the  mountain 
will  not  go  to  Mohammed,  Mohammed  must  go  to  the 
mountain.  But  it  has  not  yet  dawned  upon  the  mind 
of  the  Church  that  when  she  does  go  to  the  masses  she 
must  give  them  something  other  than  that  from  which 
they  have  deliberately,  and  almost  unanimously,  fled — 
the  ordinary  Church  service  and  the  usual  sermon. 
What  they  want  is  not  mere  dogmatic  statements, 
whether  in  hymns,  in  prayers,  or  in  sermons,  but,  rather, 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  usual  statements.  And 
they  also  need  a  presentation  of  the  Christian  religion 
in  terms  of  their  own  mental  outlook  rather 
than  in  terms  of  ours  ;  in  fact,  they  need  a  presen 
tation  of  a  Christian  case  quite  other  than  that  which 
has  so  largely  failed  to  appeal  to  them  in  the  past. 

Further,  they  suffer  from  the  gross  misapprehension 
that  the  greatest  Christian  virtue,  according  to  us,  is 
the  capacity  to  believe  readily  without  asking  for  evi 
dence,  and  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  greatest  vice  is  the 
conscientious  refusal  to  arrive  at  supremely  important 
conclusions  without  first  duly  weighing  the  evidence 
both  for  and  against  such  conclusions.  Further,  they 
are  convinced  that  the  clergy  are  an  intelligent  and 
shrewd  body  of  people,  and  that,  therefore,  if  they 
possessed  anything  like  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  their  contentions  they  would  undoubtedly 
very  soon  produce  it  in  the  open  spaces,  and  that  they 
would  make  the  very  most  of  any  such  evidence  where 
it  is  most  urgently  needed  ;  but  that,  seeing  that  the 
clergy,  with  but  few  exceptions,  never  do  anything  of  the 
kind,  it  is  obvious  that  they  are  fully  conscious  of  the 
weakness  of  their  position  on  the  intellectual  side,  and 
that  they  are  very  well  aware  that  the  great  prepon 
derance  of  evidence  is  on  the  anti-Christian  side. 

No    doubt  earnest  appeals  to  "  Come  to   Christ  " 
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are  excellent,  and  most  valuable  when  they  fall  on 
the  ears  of  those  who,  because  they  already  believe, 
are  apt  to  appreciate  such  appeals ;  but  mere  exhorta 
tion  to  believe  in  and  to  accept  salvation  from  our 
Lord  does  not,  and  cannot,  meet  the  needs  of  men 
who  have  been  taught  for  years  by  plausible  lecturers 
that  Jesus  Christ  never  was  an  historical  character, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  only  a  mere  myth,  which  evolved 
out  of  the  religious  imaginations  and  the  ideals  of 
people  who  lived  centuries  before  the  Christian  era. 
And  the  evangelistic  appeal  does  not  move  those  who 
have  been  taught  that  science  has  demonstrated  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  spiritual  sphere  in  existence, 
that  nothing  exists  in  the  universe  but  matter  and 
mechanical  energy,  and  that  man  has  no  will. 

All  Christians  deplore  what  they  regard  to  be  the 
unaccountable  indifference  to  religion  which  seems  to 
be  so  prevalent  among  the  masses.  But  comparatively 
few  Christians  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  active  and  bitter  opponents  of  Christianity  are 
numerous  and  enthusiastic  in  London  and  in  various 
large  towns,  and  that  when  they  fall  short  of  con 
vincing  men  (i)  that  there  is  no  God,  (2)  that  man 
has  no  soul,  and  (3)  that  Jesus  Christ  never  lived, 
they  sap  enthusiasm  for  Christianity  at  its  source, 
and  prevent  men  from  devoting  serious  attention  to 
any  kind  of  religious  observance.  The  active  op 
ponents  of  religion  are  not  only  energetic,  but  they 
are  also  well  organised,  and  they  are  pretty  adequately 
financed.  There  are  various  aggressive  anti-Theistic1 

1  By  Theist  I  mean  a  person  who  believes  in  a  God  who  is 
both  immanent  in  the  universe,  which  He  has  created,  and 
also  transcends  that  universe.  The  word  anti-Theist  is  not 
a  nice  one,  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  another  which  equally 
expresses  the  same  idea,  namely,  a  person  who  is  actively 
opposed  to  Theism. 


12       POPULAR  ATTACKS  ON  CHRISTIANITY 

societies,  such  as  the  Socialist  Party  of  Great  Britain, 
the  National  Secular  Society,  the  Rationalist  Press 
Association,  and  the  Free  Thought  Socialist  League, 
to  say  nothing  of  such  bodies  as  the  followers  of  Mr. 
Blatchford,  the  readers  of  the  Clarion,  the  Ethicist 
Societies,  and  several  smaller  bodies.  These  societies 
are  ever  busy,  both  by  voice  and  pen,  undermining  the 
religious  beliefs  of  the  people,  and  without  (a)  religious 
belief,  there  can  be  no  (b)  religious  enthusiasm.  Each  of 
the  anti-Theistic  societies  which  I  have  named  makes 
use  of  the  printing  press,  and  each  of  them  not  only 
has  a  propagandist  newspaper,  but  each  issues  a  good 
deal  of  other  literature  as  well.1 

It  is  the  custom  of  that  supremely  great  and  dignified 
institution,  the  Christian  Church — which  is  so  en 
grossed  in  doing  its  own  positive  work — to  leave  these 
anti-Christian  societies  severely  alone,  if  not  to  forget 
that  they  exist.  The  Church  is  very  dignified — a  great 
deal  too  dignified  for  such  a  democratic  age  as  this  is. 
The  Church,  as  a  whole,  somewhat  contemptuously 
ignores  the  busy  and  persistent  manufacturers  of 
Secularism  and  Materialism,  and  pays  little,  or  no, 
attention  to  their  organised  campaign  against  Religion. 
The  Church  considers  that  it  is  concerned  to  build  up 
the  faith  of  the  faithful.  Its  chief  work  is  constructive. 
It  aims  at  edification,  or  the  building  up  of  spiritual  and 
moral  character.  As  a  Church,  it  is  not  officially 
concerned,  up  to  the  present,  with  those  who  pull 
down,  and  whose  object  is  to  undermine  all  beliefs  in 
Theism. 

The  inevitable  result  of  the  Church's  dignified,  but 
mistaken,  aloofness  from  the  organised  anti-religious 
campaign  throughout  the  country  is  that  the  militancy, 

1  There  are  seven  anti-Theistic  societies  in  this  country, 
each  of  which  has  its  own  newspaper. 
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the  fighting,  is  for  the  most  part  one-sided.  And, 
however  strong  religion  may  be,  it  is  apt  to  suffer  if  its 
opponents  think  that  it  is  a  kind  of  door-mat  for  all 
and  sundry  publicly  to  wipe  their  feet  upon  all  day  long 
on  Sunday.  (The  Church  Army  and  the  Salvation 
Army,  in  spite  of  their  militant  names,  do  no  fighting 
of  the  kind  to  which  I  refer.) 

The  opponents  of  all  religion  bitterly  attack  us,  and 
violently  assault  all  that  we  believe  in  and  hold  most 
sacred  ;  but  we,  as  a  Church,  not  only  do  not  attempt 
to  attack  our  opponents,  but  we  even  fail  to  interfere 
with  their  campaign  by  the  adoption  of  defensive 
measures.  The  chief  business,  and  in  most  cases 
the  sole  business,  of  the  anti-Theistic  societies,  is  to 
combat  all  the  tenets  of  Theism  ;  but  apparently  the 
Church  militant,  as  such — that  is  to  say,  organised 
Christianity  (of  all  denominations) — does  not  consider 
that  it  is  any  part  of  its  business  actively  to  combat 
those  who  are  sedulously  teaching  Materialism,  Atheism, 
and  Secularism.  Christendom  does  not  appear  to  con 
sider  that  it  ought  to  organise  any  active  opposition  to 
the  aggressive  propagation  of  Agnosticism,  Rationalism, 
Ethicism,  Positivism,  and  other  forms  of  anti-Theism. 
The  Christian  Church  does  not  consider,  apparently, 
that  it  is  called  upon  to  make  any  organised  effort  to 
frustrate  the  carefully  organised  anti-religious  cam 
paign  carried  on  persistently  by  the  active  opponents 
of  Christianity. 

There  is  organised  "  Church  Defence,"  but  that  means 
something  quite  different  from,  and  something  which 
does  not  propose  to  include,  defending  Christianity 
against  the  opponents  of  all  religion. 

The  Christian  Church,  sublimely  conscious  of  its 
exalted  but  dwindling  position,  and  of  its  great 
but  decreasing  strength,  and  being  well  instructed  in 
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the  glorious  records  of  its  splendid  past,  has  not  con 
sidered  it  necessary  to  create  even  the  rudiments  of  a 
fighting  organisation  in  the  present,  to  deal  with  the 
active  manufacture  of  Atheism  and  Materialism.  Its 
thinkers  are  more  concerned  with  the  past  than  with 
the  future,  or  the  present. 

Consequently,  the  work  of  combating  the  organised 
cultivation  of  Scepticism  is  left  to  a  mere  handful  of 
individual  Christians — individuals  who  feel  God's  urgent 
call,  as  they  firmly  regard  it  to  be,  and  who  have  com 
bined  to  form  a  little  society,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
engage  in  this  great,  difficult,  and  somewhat  thankless 
task  of  watching  and  combating  the  many  enemies  of 
Theism.  Not  only  is  this  defensive  and  aggressive  work 
not  organised  by  the  Church,  as  such,  but  the  Church, 
as  an  organisation,  does  not  support  those  who  are 
trying  to  co-ordinate  the  efforts  of  individuals  who  are 
engaged  in  combating  the  free  and  general  advocacy 
of  irreligion.  The  Church  does,  however,  lend  many 
great  names  to  grace  the  long  list  of  Members 
of  Council,  etc.,  of  the  militant  Christian  Evidence 
Society,  which  opposes  Atheism,  Materialism,  Agnosti 
cism,  Secularism,  and  all  the  other  anti-Theistic 
philosophies  of  the  day.  (The  North  London  Christian 
Evidence  League,  which  not  only  holds  more  than 
600  open-air  meetings  annually,  but  also  has  a  struggling 
publishing  business,  is  the  North  London  Branch  of 
the  Christian  Evidence  Society.)  This  society,  together 
with  its  energetic  branch,  was  called  into  being,  and 
it  is  supported  by  individuals,  and  by  but  a  com 
paratively  few  individuals;  not  by  the  Church,  as  a 
whole,  nor  by  any  particular  section  of  the  Church,  as 
such.  The  inevitable  result  is  that  the  various  anti- 
Christian  Societies  have  it  too  much  their  own  way  in 
their  attack  upon  Christian  Theism.  As  they  would 
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express  it,  the  Christian  Church,  as  such,  "  takes  it 
lying  down."  In  fact,  these  anti-Christian  organisa 
tions,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  imagine  that 
Christianity  considers  it  to  be  its  duty  to  "  turn  the 
other  cheek,"  meaning  by  that  phrase  that  it  ought  to 
allow  itself  to  be  made  a  useful  butt  for  the  coarse  jests 
of  all  its  opponents  ;  that  it  considers  that  it  ought 
not  to  "  strive  nor  cry,"  nor  allow  its  voice  to  be  raised 
in  the  streets  or  in  the  parks,  in  defence  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  of  His  mission. 

The  organisations  whose  business  it  is  to  laugh  and 
jeer  at  Jesus  Christ,  to  make  low  jokes  with  regard  to  the 
method  of  His  birth,  to  sneer  at  His  work,  to  ridicule 
His  death,  and  violently  to  oppose  His  teaching — anti- 
Christian  organisations  which  also  argue  that  there  is 
absolutely  no  evidence  whatever  for  the  existence  of  God 
or  of  a  spiritual  sphere — these  anti-religious  organisa 
tions  are  left  to  be  dealt  with,  as  I  have  said,  by  that 
very  militant,  but  inadequately  supported,  because  little 
known,  organisation,  the  Christian  Evidence  Society. 
The  Christian  Church,  as  a  whole,  does  not,  nor  does  any 
particular  section  of  the  Church,  as  such,  take  the  work 
of  this  Society  sufficiently  seriously.  One  anti-Theistic 
organisation  alone,  in  England,  has  an  income  about 
six  times  that  of  the  Christian  Evidence  Society.  And 
yet  it  is  the  Christian  Church,  as  compared  with  the 
anti-religious  organisations  to  which  I  refer,  which  has 
nearly  all  the  brains,  culture,  wealth,  energy,  numbers 
and  truth  upon  its  side. 

There  are  in  England  seven  anti-Theistic  newspapers, 
but  there  is  not  a  single  Christian  Evidence  newspaper  ; 
there  is  not  one  an ti- Atheist  periodical.1 

1  There  is  a  little  publication,  with  a  very  small  sale,  which 
some  of  those  who  have  seen  might  regard  to  be  an  excep 
tion.  I  gather  from  oft-repeated  statements  in  ft?  columns 
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It  is  true  that,  as  Christians,  we  have  been  taught  by 
our  Master  to  "  turn  the  other  cheek  "  when  we  are 
smitten,  and  to  bless  those  that  curse  us,  and  to  pray 
for  those  who  despitefully  use  us,  but  I  think  that  it 
does  not  necessarily  follow,  from  the  adoption  of  such 
precepts,  that  we  ought  patiently  to  allow  the  truants 
from  our  Sunday  Schools,  and  our  "  weaker  brethren  " 
generally,  to  be  openly  and  systematically  led  astray 
by  plausible  and  unscrupulous  professional  opponents 
of  all  religion,  who  are  also  enemies  of  Christian 
morality. 

It  may  be  wrong  for  me,  as  an  individual,  when  I  am 
attacked  to  use  my  fists  in  S£//-defence,  but  I  do  not, 
and  I  cannot,  believe  that  I  should  be  acting  in  an  un- 
Christian  spirit  if,  when  walking  down  a  dark  lane  at 
night  with  my  child,  I  used  my  fists,  reluctantly  per 
haps,  but  with  some  effect,  upon  anyone  who  violently 
attacked  my  infant,  or  upon  one  who  deliberately  set 
to  work  to  corrupt  her  mind.  And  if  in  doing  so  I 
should  be  justified  as  an  individual,  I  cannot  see  why 
a  community  of  Christians  should  not  be  justified  in 
opposing  the  particular  kind  of  Atheistic  campaign  to 
which  I  refer. 

Besides  which,  the  policy  of  peace  at  any  price  is 
sure,  sooner  or  later,  to  lead  to  war — a  war  in  which  the 
attacked  must  either  fight  or  else  be  wiped  out,  or  at 
least  be  subdued ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  war 


that  its  chief  success  lies  in  its  issue  of  posters  containing  in 
large  letters  the  words  :  "  Beware  of  Infidelity."  This  little 
paper  tells  its  readers  that  these  posters  have  done  more 
than  anything  else  to  undermine  scepticism.  If  this  be  so, 
it  endorses  my  point,  viz.,  that  our  defence  is  not  adequate. 
To  issue  some  dozens  of  posters  with  the  words  :  "  Beware  of 
Conservatism,"  or  "  Beware  of  Radicalism,"  would  not 
appreciably  affect  any  general  election. 
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has  been  raging  for  ages,  and  the  ordinary  person  (not 
the  parson)  knows  a  good  deal  about  it. 

There  is  an  old  story  told  about  a  nobleman's  re 
tainer,  who  when  violently  attacked  by  his  master's 
dog,  ran  it  through  with  the  business  end  of  the  spear 
with  which  he  was  armed.  His  master  was  very  much 
enraged,  and  said :  "  Why  did  you  not  push  it  off  gently 
with  the  butt  end  of  the  spear  ?  "  To  which  the 
retainer  replied :  "So  I  would  have  done,  my  lord,  if 
the  dog  had  attacked  me  with  its  tail." 

If  it  be  argued  that  we  may  not  under  any  circum 
stances  use  the  "spear"  of  hostile  criticism  in  self- 
defence  against  the  "  dogs  of  war  "  let  loose  by  Atheism, 
surely  we  may  do  so,  and,  further,  we  certainly  ought 
to  do  so,  in  defence  of  our  young  people.  They  have 
been  taught  in  their  day  schools  to  think  for  themselves. 
Five  days  of  every  week  they  are  taught  to  apply 
criteria,  to  "  test  all  things,  and  to  hold  fast  that  which 
is  good."  They  have  been  taught  by  a  system  of 
questioning,  and  have  been  encouraged  in  the  day 
schools  to  ask  questions  themselves,  with  the  result 
that  when  they  leave  school  they  are  apt  to  go  on 
asking  awkward  questions,  and  to  consider  that  they 
are  acting  rightly  in  so  doing.  Very  many  of  these 
lads  and  lasses,  when  at  the  most  critical  age,  desert 
the  Sunday  school  (and  the  Church) ;  they  assemble 
in  the  parks,  and  they  listen  to  Atheist  advocates. 
They  have  reached  the  stage  when  their  reasoning 
faculties  are  beginning  to  dominate  their  entire  mental 
attitude  towards  every  subject.  They  are  turning  a 
critical  eye  upon  everything  which,  up  to  that  time, 
they  have  accepted  on  authority,  including  what  they 
accepted  on  the  authority  of  ill-educated  parents.  No 
longer  do  they  consider  that  the  supremely  important 
question  is  "Do  I  believe  "  this  or  that,  but  rather 

B 


18       POPULAR  ATTACKSX)N  CHRISTIANITY 

that  the  essential  query  is  "  What  are  the  actual  facts  ?  " 
They  consider  the  latter  question  to  be  far  more  impor 
tant  and  more  moral  than  the  former  query.  The 
theory  that  doubt  is  wicked  will  not  keep  them  from 
the  quest  for  truth.  They  do  not  believe  that  curiosity 
is  wrong.  Nor  do  we  believe  that  enthusiasm  for 
truth  is  wicked. 

We  must  defend  and  guard  our  children,  who  just 
at  the  most  critical  period  of  their  lives  read  plausible 
and  unscrupulous  anti-Christian  newspapers,  and  who 
listen  to  Atheist  advocates,  who  make  a  jest  of 
conscience.  We  must  cater  for  those  who  need 
Christian  evidence  to  act  as  an  antidote  to  the  unscru 
pulous  arguments  which  are  put  forward  by  Atheists. 
The  children  who  leave  our  Sunday  schools  for  the 
parks  are  at  the  stage  when  they  are  very  impression 
able,  and  when  their  character  is  beginning  to  be 
fixed.  The  general  public,  unlike  the  Church,  realises 
the  need  that  I  am  somewhat  labouring.  One  of  our 
chief  publishers  asked  me  the  other  day  to  write  a 
book  which  was  to  form  one  of  a  theological  series, 
and  I  was  requested  to  choose  as  my  subject :  "  What 
the  Church  (as  such)  is  doing  to  meet  the  anti-Christian 
campaign." 

In  replying  to  that  invitation  I  had  to  confess, 
reluctantly,  that,  so  far  as  I  had  been  able  to  discover 
after  some  years  of  painstaking  investigation,  there 
existed  so  little  information  on  the  subject  that  I 
could  not  possibly  write  even  a  chapter  on  it,  still  less 
a  whole  book.  Perhaps  the  Daily  News  and  Leader 
Religious  Survey  may  furnish  some  information  with 
regard  to  what  is  being  done,  because  every  clergyman 
and  every  minister  is  being  definitely  asked  to  state 
what  Christian  Evidence  work  he  is  doing.  But  I 
am  sure  that  that  survey  will  disclose  the  fact  that  the 
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Church,  as  such,  is  not  organising  any  evidential  work,1 
except  in  church,  for  those  who  do  not  desire  it. 

The  average  Christian  does  not  seem  to  realise  that 
there  is  a  considerable  difference  between  : 

(a)  (i)  Preaching  Christian  doctrines  to  those 
who  are  already  believers  in  those  doctrines; 
and  exhorting  those  who  are  regular  church-goers 
and  who  do  not  doubt ;  and  (2)  delivering 
addresses  of  an  evidential  nature  in  church  to 
those  who  do  not  require,  and  who  do  not  welcome, 
any  evidence. 
And  on  the  other  hand  : 

(6)  (i)  Converting  unbelievers ;  persuading  them 
that  Christianity  is  true  ;  and  (2)  combating  the 
aggressive  propagators  of  wholesale  unbelief  in 
their  own  strongholds,  beating  them  in  argument, 
drawing  away  their  audiences,  and  driving  the 
Atheist  lecturers  away. 

The  first  (a)  is  doubtless  the  most  important ;  and 
it  is  carried  on  by  every  clergyman,  by  every  Non 
conformist  minister,  by  every  Sunday  school  teacher, 
and  by  every  parochial  official.  But  if  the  other  kind 
of  work  (6)  is  neglected,  there  will  be  fewer  undoubting 
believers  to  preach  to  every  Sunday. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  realise  that  (i)  the  preachers' 
exhortations  to  the  people  to  believe  are  not  in  the 
least  identical  with  (2)  giving  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  what  the  preachers  believe.  An  ever-increasing 
number  of  people  nowadays  draw,  and  quite  rightly 

1  The  Wesleyans,  however,  have  an  Evidential  Missioner, 
and  the  Bishop  of  Southwark's  Evangelistic  Council  has  the 
services,  when  they  are  available,  of  Revs.  J.  A.  Douglas  and 
A.  J  Waldron,  who  are  very  busy  vicars  of  large  working- 
class  parishes  in  the  south  of  London  ;  both  of  them  are 
capable  evidential  speakers. 
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draw,  a  marked  distinction  between  the  mere  attain 
ment  of  belief  in  doctrines  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
ascertainment  of  the  truth  with  regard  to  those  doctrines 
on  the  other  hand.  And  it  is  the  latter  of  the  two 
which  they  prefer,  and  which  they  ought  to  prefer. 

But  the  Christian  Church,  while  more  or  less  ignoring 
the  anti-Christian  campaign,  is  intensely  interested 
in,  and  is  very  much  concerned  about,  the  widespread 
and  thorough-going  indifference  to  religion,  indifference 
which  is  displayed  by  so  large  a  section  of  the  com 
munity,  especially  by  the  poor.  Most  of  us  feel  that 
supreme  and  cheerful  indifference  is  more  dangerous, 
more  difficult  to  combat,  and  more  humiliating  to  us 
and  to  our  creed,  than  is  fierce  opposition.  Those  who 
oppose  us  do  at  least  consider  that  our  tenets  are  worth 
attacking. 

Studied  aloofness  from  us,  and  from  our  religious 
interests,  appears  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  and 
quite  an  unaccountable  phenomenon  to  enthusiastic 
Christians.  But,  like  everything  else,  this  stolid  indif 
ference  really  has  its  definite  causes,  and  they  are 
causes  which  not  only  can  be  discovered,  but  which 
ought  to  be  and  must  be  discovered,  if  this  indifference 
is  to  be  overcome. 

We  all  of  us  realise  that  nowadays  a  very  large 
number  of  people,  especially  of  working-men,  are  exceed 
ingly  indifferent  to  Christianity.  At  the  1912  Church 
Congress,  when  we  were  discussing  this  indifference, 
the  Archbishop  of  York,  by  way  of  shedding  light  upon 
the  problem,  quoted  what  he  considered  to  be  a  very 
typical  remark,  made  to  him  by  a  working  man,  who 
said  :  "  Religion  touches  us  fellows  no  nearer  than 
the  moon." 

The  Church  is  intensely  interested  in  this  indifference. 
Well,  undoubtedly  one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  the 
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indifference  of  the  masses  is  that  they  have  a  somewhat 
vague,  but  yet  a  widespread  and  a  very  deeply  rooted 
idea,  that  every  single  Theistic  tenet  (including  such 
fundamental  ones  as  the  belief  in  the  existence  of  the 
human  soul,  and  in  the  existence  of  God)  is  freely, 
openly,  widely,  confidently,  and  more  or  less  success 
fully,  challenged  nowadays,  and  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
every  single  Theistic  tenet  is  somewhat  indifferently 
and  spasmodically  defended,  presumably  because  they 
are  indefensible. 

Working  men  know  next  to  nothing  of,  and  they  care 
less  for,  learned  and  dull  books  on  the  subject  of 
apologetics,  but  they  know  a  good  deal  about,  and  they 
carefully  read,  racy  modern  attacks  upon  Christianity. 
They  do  not  know,  and  they  do  not  read,  racy  modern 
attacks  on  Atheism  and  Materialism,  partly  because 
few  such  books  exist. 

There  is  a  somewhat  vague,  and  yet  very  general, 
feeling  abroad  that  the  truth  of  all  religious  beliefs — 
every  one  of  which  beliefs  is  built  up  on  the  confident 
assumption  that  a  spiritual  sphere  exists — is  decidedly 
doubtful,  to  say  the  least.  But  in  order  to  subordinate 
all  other  interests  to  the  religious  interest,  and  in  order 
to  give  himself  up,  whole-heartedly,  to  live  a  genuinely 
religious  life,  a  man  needs  to  be  pretty  sure  that  at 
least  the  most  fundamental  tenets  of  religion  are 
fairly  secure,  because  there  are  so  many  formidable 
rivals  to  religion  which  are  ubiquitous  and  very 
insistent.  A  great  deal  of  the  prevalent  indifference 
to  religion  of  any  kind  is  due  to  the  very  general 
opinion  that  many  supremely  important  things  in 
daily  life  are  not  nearly  so  doubtful  as  are  Theistic 
tenets,  and  that  the  material  things  of  this  life  are — 
partly  on  account  of  their  apparently  much  greater 
certainty — more  important,  more  practical,  and  more 
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urgent,  than  are  the  activities  and  interests  of  the 
religious  life.  Mundane  interests,  therefore,  such  as 
those  of  money-making  and  pleasure-taking,  are  very 
apt  to  crowd  out  religion,  more  or  less  completely, 
from  the  lives  of  people  who  consider  that  all  the 
fundamental  suppositions  of  religion  are  open  to  very 
serious  question.  Consequently,  if  we  are  not  to  be 
content  with  merely  being  religious  ourselves,  it  is 
very  important  for  us,  and  for  all  advocates  of  religion, 
critically  to  consider  the  more  popular  objections  to 
Theism  in  general,  and  the  objections  to  Christianity 
in  particular.  It  is  necessary  to  do  this  in  order 
adequately  to  meet,  and  successfully  to  refute,  anti- 
religious  objections  and  arguments,  with  the  object  of 
winning  over  to  the  side  of  religion  those  men  and 
women  who  are  at  present — owing  to  their  numerous 
doubts — quite  indifferent  to  what  they  consider  to  be 
a  more  or  less  unverinable,  indefensible,  and  compara 
tively  unpractical  and  useless,  department  of  thought 
and  of  life. 

It  is  generally  supposed  by  religious  people — and  I 
think  with  considerable  justification — that  the  chief 
problem  which  the  religious  world  has  to  face  at  the 
present  time  is  the  studied  and  contented  aloofness 
of  the  masses,  and  also  of  a  large  section  of  the  intel 
lectuals — to  say  nothing  of  other  sections  of  the  com 
munity — from  any  interest  in  religious  and  ecclesiatical 
matters.  It  is  felt  that  the  chief  problem  to  be  dealt 
with  is  the  prevalence  of  this  stolid  indifference,  rather 
than  the  extent  of  any  very  definite  or  active  hostility 
to  Christian  Theism  or  studied  opposition  to  organised 
Christianity.  I  quite  agree  with  this  opinion. 
But  the  very  widespread  prevalence  of  indifference, 
especially  amongst  the  masses,  is  largely  due,  as  I  have 
said,  to  a  gradual  acquiescence  in  doubt,  that  is  to  say 
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in  permanent  indecision.  And  doubt  is  born  chiefly 
of  the  fact  that  little  check  is  put  upon  the  systematic 
manufacture  of  scepticism  by  societies  which  exist 
wholly  for  the  purpose  of  undermining  people's  religious 
beliefs. 

If  the  existence  of  a  loving  Heavenly  Father  and 
of  a  future  life  were  felt  to  be  at  all  certain,  or  even  to 
be  highly  probable,  the  masses  would  find  it  almost,  if 
not  quite  impossible,  to  treat  these  supremely  important 
facts  with  calm  indifference.  But  vast  numbers  of 
people  are  very  uncertain  indeed  about  the  existence  of 
God,  or  of  a  future  life,  and  many  people  are  sure 
that  if  there  be  any  evidence  bearing  on  either  of  these 
problems,  such  evidence  is  greatly  adverse  to  both  of 
these  Theistic  beliefs. 

Further,  the  average  working  man  and,  in  fact,  the 
ordinary  business  man,  both  of  whom  are  already  very 
fully  occupied  in  the  keen  struggle  for  existence, 
consider  that  what  evidence  there  is  upon  these  two 
great  subjects — the  existence  of  God  and  of  a  life 
beyond  the  grave — is  very  difficult  to  estimate  aright, 
and  is  very  conflicting.  Consequently,  the  ordinary 
man  may  not  see  any  sufficient  reason  why  he  should 
curtail  his  other  activities  and  interests,  which  demand 
so  much  time  and  attention,  in  order  to  find  time  and 
energy  to  embark  upon  the  serious  and  protracted  con 
sideration  of  such  huge,  such  difficult,  and  such  complex 
problems  as,  for  example,  the  problems  as  to  (i)  whether 
or  not  man  has,  or  is,  an  immortal  soul ;  (2)  whether 
there  be  a  God  ;  and  (3)  whether  man  can  know  any 
thing  of  His  nature,  if  He  exists.  The  ordinary  man 
is  apt  to  consider  that  all  these  points  are  quite  open 
to  very  serious  question,  and  that  very  considerable 
thought  and  very  profound  study  are  needed  before 
any  balanced  or  reliable  opinion,  whatever,  can  be 
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pronounced  upon  them.  He  is  apt  to  regard  them  as 
being,  perhaps,  ultimately  insoluble,  besides  being 
somewhat  dull,  and  rather  unpractical.  Meanwhile,  it 
may  be,  it  takes  him  all  his  time  to  provide  himself 
and  his  family  with  the  bare  material  necessaries  of 
life. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  very  many  people 
whose  intelligence  has  been  awakened  by  education, 
and  whose  daily  life  is  very  dull  and  uninteresting. 
Many  spend  their  days  in  routine  work  which  does  not 
adequately  employ  their  minds.  Therefore,  such 
people  are  quite  prepared  to  be  intensely  interested  in 
ultimate  problems. 

The  very  active  campaign  which  is  being  carried  on 
by  Atheist  agitators  in  the  open  air  and  in  the  Press, 
is  doing  much  to  transform  gradually  a  great  deal  of 
stolid  indifference  to  religion,  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
either,  on  the  one  hand,  into  definite  and  reasoned,  and 
sometimes,  bitter  hostility  to  Theism,  which  they  so 
often  hear  cleverly,  confidently,  and  fiercely  attacked, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  their  habitual  indifference  to 
religion  is  being  transformed  into  an  equally  definite 
opposition  to  Atheism.  Many  a  man  who  is  quite 
indifferent  to  religion  himself,  objects  to  hear  it 
violently  and  grossly  attacked.  He  is  irritated 
by  over-statements.  He  may  also  object  to  the 
assault  upon  religion  because,  although  he  is  not 
religious  himself,  good  women  whom  he  has  respected, 
and  sweet  children  whom  he  has  loved,  have  em 
braced  the  Christian  religion,  and  he  has  appreciated 
the  resultant  beauty  and  elevation  of  character  in 
their  lives.  And  many  people  who  regard  religion 
as  nothing  more  than  mere  amiable  superstition, 
consider  it  to  be  a  kind  of  superstition  which  well 
befits  little  children,  and  perhaps  'women'  also. 
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Therefore,  although  sceptics  themselves,  they  deal 
tenderly  with  a  system  of  beliefs  which  helps  to  com 
fort  others,  when  they  are  in  trouble,  with  hopes  and 
beliefs  which,  although  they  may  be  but  sweet  and 
poetical  illusions,  are  illusions  that  have  been  rendered 
almost  divine  by  the  beautiful  characters  which  have 
entertained  them  and  rendered  them  lovely. 

Whether  in  any  particular  locality  the  anti-Christian 
campaign  is  successful  or  not,  depends  very  much 
upon  the  relative  capacity,  upon  the  relative  special 
knowledge,  and  upon  the  relative  personal  charm,  of 
the  rival  local  champions  on  either  side,  champions 
who  meet  each  other  every  week  on  the  public  meeting 
ground — if,  indeed,  the  Christian  side  possesses  any 
regular  evidential  advocate  in  the  neighbourhood,  one 
who  will  come  out  into  the  open  and  face  the  music — 
which  is  by  no  means  always  the  case.  Such  cham 
pions — good  ones — are  very  rare  indeed,  and  they  are 
exceedingly  difficult  to  manufacture. 

It  is  sometimes  supposed  that  the  effects  of  the 
battle  between  Theism  and  anti-Theism  is  limited  to 
those  who  engage  in  it,  or  to  those  who  witness  the 
fray  at  the  various  public  debating  grounds,  or  who 
regularly  take  in  an  anti-Christian  publication  or 
occasionally  buy  anti-Theistic  books.  This  is  very  far 
indeed  from  being  the  case.  The  habitue  of  the  open- 
air  meeting  ground,  or  the  student  of  the  popular 
literature  dealing  with  the  Atheistic  side  of  the  Theistic 
controversy,  is  a  recognised  authority  on  the  subject, 
in  a  smaller,  or  in  a  greater  degree,  and  he  meets  several 
people  during  the  week,  men  and  women,  who  consider 
him  to  be  a  much  greater  authority  upon  the  subject 
than  he  really  is.  Relatively  to  them,  he  is  a  great 
authority.  Every  such  man  is  an  active  advocate  of 
some  Theistic  or  anti-Theistic  position  or  another  :  and 


26       POPULAR  ATTACKS  ON  CHRISTIANITY 

sometimes  he  is  really  something  of  an  authority  on 
the  subject,  in  a  small  way. 

Surely,  we  may  assert  with  absolute  confidence  and 
assurance,  and  without  fear  of  being  contradicted  by 
the  ordinary  Christian  reader,  that,  under  the  circum 
stances,  it  will  not  do  for  organised  Christianity,  as  a 
whole,  to  despise  evidential  work  in  the  open  air,  or 
in  the  Press,  as  being  undignified,  unspiritual,  and 
useless. 

It  is  not  wise,  nor  is  it  right,  to  leave  the  defence 
of  our  cherished  faith  in  the  open  air  to  the  chance 
appearance  upon  the  field  of  battle,  here  and  there, 
and  now  and  then,  of  any  ignorant  but  courageous 
enthusiast  who  may  happen  to  be  present.  Such 
men  and  women,  with  the  very  best  of  motives,  rush 
frantically  into  the  fray,  and  they  do  far  more  harm 
than  good  by  entering  the  lists,  heroically  indeed,  but 
very  inadequately  armed  with  logic,  largely  ignorant  of 
the  facts  and  arguments  on  our  side,  exceedingly 
deficient  in  knowledge  of  our  opponent's  actual  posi 
tion,  quite  unconscious  of  the  apparent  strength  of 
his  case,  in  the  estimate  of  the  Atheist's  hearers  to 
whom  the  amateur  Christian  advocate  endeavours  to 
appeal,  and  sublimely  ignorant  of  open-air  tactics,  or 
of  the  temper  of  the  crowd.  If  the  matter  were  not 
so  serious,  and  so  pathetic,  the  common  spectacle  in 
the  parks  of  the  frenzied  assaults  made  by  terribly 
inefficient  champions  of  Christianity  in  the  enemies' 
strongholds  would  be  exceedingly  amusing.  To 
Secularists,  and  also  to  those  who  are  quite  indifferent 
to  the  success  or  failure  of  the  Christian  position,  the 
fussy  and  futile  assaults  by  ignorant  enthusiasts  are 
usually  very  ludicrous.  What  happens,  as  a  rule,  is 
this: 

An    Atheist    meeting,  and    a    Christian    Evidence 
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meeting,    take   place   side   by   side.      Each    speaker 
endeavours  : 

(a)  To  secure  and  to  hold  the  crowd,  and  thus 

to  keep  the  audience  from  attending  his  opponent's 

meeting. 

(6)  To  go  on  speaking,  hour  after  hour,  and  to 

outlast  his  opponent,  and  thus,  when  the  rival 

meeting  closes,  to  secure  his  opponent's  audience, 

in  addition  to  his  own. 

As  hour  succeeds  hour,  the  two  speakers  get  more 
and  more  tired,  and  consequently  less  and  less  efficient. 
They  get  tired  because  the  intellectual  effort  is  con 
siderable,  and  the  nerve  strain  is  not  slight,  and  also 
because  each  lecturer  has  to  shout  at  the  top  of  his 
voice  in  order  to  be  heard ;  and  each  has  to  be 
heard  fairly  easily  in  his  opponent's  crowd  if  he  is 
to  draw  it  away  to  augment  his  own.  Hour  after 
hour  the  tide  of  success  and  of  failure  ebbs  and  flows 
for  each  champion,  and  the  audience  ebbs  and  flows 
with  the  success  and  failure  of  the  respective 
lecturers. 

Both  speakers  try  their  hardest  to  persuade  some 
opponent  to  come  forward.  The  respective  lecturers 
struggle  to  obtain  an  opponent,  because,  to  secure  him 
inevitably  means  a  very  urgently  needed  rest  for  the 
lecturer.  Further,  to  secure  an  opponent,  means  for 
the  audience  a  very  welcome  change  of  voice,  also  a 
refreshing  change  of  personality,  and  a  change  of 
thought.  Further,  the  efforts  of  the  ordinary  amateur 
opponent  mean,  as  a  rule,  the  reductio  ad  absurdum  of 
the  position  which  he  so  lamely  advocates,  and  the 
case  which  he  gives  away  is  usually  the  one  which 
the  lecturer  has  been  attacking.  The  opponent  pro 
vides  the  most  valuable  material  for  easy  criticism 
when  the  able  professional  lecturer  gets  up  to  reply. 


28       POPULAR  ATTACKS  ON  CHRISTIANITY 

The  latter  is  furnished  with  new  ideas  at  a  time  when 
he  is  in  need  of  them. 

At  the  end  of  perhaps  three  hours  of  such  a  combat 
as  I  have  outlined  between  the  two  evenly  matched 
champions,  during  which  neither  side  has  secured  any 
marked  advantage  over  the  other,  suddenly  there  is  a 
violent  scene  in  the  Atheist  lecturer's  crowd.  The 
anti-Theistic  speaker,  by  means  of  a  more  than  usually 
gross  attack  upon  the  character  of  Jesus  Christ,  has 
succeeded,  at  last,  in  drawing  forth  violent,  noisy 
and  futile  opposition  from  some  very  earnest,  but 
exceedingly  un-intellectual  and  uncultured  Christian 
soul,  who,  although  he  knows  little  of  the  arguments 
on  the  Christian  side,  having  lost  his  head,  can  no 
longer  restrain  himself  from  championing  the  Christian 
position.  The  noise  created  by  the  fierce  altercation 
between  him  and  the  blasphemous  Atheist  demagogue, 
at  once  attracts  the  attention  and  interest  of  everyone 
in  the  vicinity.  "  Let  us  go  and  see  what  is  happen 
ing,"  they  all  say  to  themselves,  and  to  each  other. 
The  result  is,  that  the  Atheist's  crowd  first  doubles, 
then  trebles,  and  shortly  quadruples,  and  of  course, 
the  Christian  lecturer's  audience  is  as  rapidly  depleted 
in  the  same  proportions.  The  Atheist  lecturer,  with  a 
sigh  of  relief,  and  with  a  knowing  wink  at  his  friends, 
then  reaches  down  for  his  collecting  box  ;  and  he 
invites  the  opponent  to  mount  the  platform  and  to 
speak.  If  he  does  so,  there  is  great  delight  on  the 
part  of  the  Atheists.  While  the  interrupter  is  lamely 
advocating  the  cause  of  Christianity,  the  Atheist  lecturer 
carefully  goes  through  the  densely-packed  audience 
and  takes  up  his  collection,  which  is  much  larger  than 
usual,  owing  to  the  recently  much-enlarged  crowd 
which  has  been  innocently  collected  for  him  by  the 
Christian.  When  the  anti-Theistic  lecturer  has  pocketed 
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the  money,  which  probably  amounts  to  about  sixty 
shillings,  with  a  pleased  smile  upon  his  face  he 
makes  notes  of  his  enthusiastic  opponent's  inadequate 
arguments  and  exceedingly  vulnerable  assertions,  the 
vulnerability  of  which  will  lose  nothing  by  the  unfair 
way  in  which  they  will  shortly  be  quoted  by  the 
Atheist,  when  he  gets  up  to  make  an  hour's  reply 
to  ten  minutes'  opposition.  The  anti-Christian  lecturer 
having  rested  sufficiently,  shouts  out  "  time's  up,"  and 
having  mounted  the  platform  he  commences  to  enjoy 
the  easy  task  of  replying,  in  a  slashing  and  witty 
manner,  to  what  has  been  said  (and  to  what  has  not 
actually  been  said)  by  the  simple-minded  Christian 
enthusiast.  The  crowd,  anticipating  a  most  amusing 
time,  remains  to  hear  the  counter-attack  made  by  the 
witty,  humorous  and  able  Atheist.  It  commences 
perhaps,  somewhat  as  follows  : 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  never  before  heard  so  able  and 
so  adequate  a  defence  of  an  exceedingly  indefensible 
position.  Considering  the  rottenness  of  the  Christian 
case,  my  opponent  really  did  wonderfully  well.  Every 
thing  that  could  possibly  be  urged  by  the  imagination 
of  man  on  behalf  of  Christianity  has  been  cleverly 
brought  forward  and  has  been  made  the  very  most 
of.  We  have  all  of  us  had  a  real  treat  to-day,  because 
we  all  desire  to  hear  both  sides,  and  I  trust  that  our 
friend  will  often  come  here  again  and  present  the 
Christian  case.  Our  conclusions  are  valueless  until  we 
have  considered  both  sides  of  every  problem.  To-day 
you  have  not  only  heard  me,  who  am  but  an  indifferent 
speaker,  you  have  also  had  an  able  summary  of  the 
entire  argument  on  the  Christian  side  of  the  Theistic 
controversy.  Which  of  the  two  positions,  in  your 
opinion,  has  all  the  reason  on  its  side  ?  Which  has  all 
the  facts  ?  Which  has  all  the  common  sense  upon  its 
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side  ?  Which  side  makes  the  wildest  statements  with 
out  any  attempt  whatever  at  verification,  or  without 
pretending  to  produce  the  very  smallest  shred  of 
evidence  ?  Which  of  them  displays  all  the  super 
stition,  all  the  ignorance,  all  the  absurdities  and  all 
the  nonsense  ?  Gentlemen,  I  will  not  insult  your 
intelligence  by  answering  these  questions.  If  you  use 
your  own  judgment,  if  you  employ  your  own  common 
sense,  the  least  intelligent  of  you  cannot  possibly 
fail  to  know  the  answers  to  the  questions  which  I  have 
asked. 

"  Just  for  the  benefit  of  my  friend  and  opponent, 
however,  who  ought  to  be  undeceived,  for  I  really 
think  that  he  is  honest,  I  will  now  proceed  to  sum  up 
impartially  the  case  for  and  against  the  belief  in  God 
and  of  a  spiritual  sphere.  I  will  show  my  able  and 
eloquent  opponent,  that  even  in  so  scholarly  and  so 
clever  a  presentation  of  the  defensive  side  of  the 
Christian  position  as  that  which  my  opponent  has  just 
given  us,  there  is  no  shred  of  reason  and  no  sort  of 
fact,  but  only  pernicious  ignorance  and  gross  super 
stition.  .  .  ." 

Then  follows  a  slashing  criticism  of  what  the  Christian 
opponent  has  said  (and  what  he  has  not  said). 

Meanwhile  the  tired  and  discouraged  Christian  lec 
turer  on  the  other  platform,  after  struggling  in  vain 
to  secure  an  opponent.  (Atheism  being  better  organised 
than  Christianity  is  in  the  parks),  temporarily  closes 
his  meeting,  in  utter  weariness,  and  in  despair  of  being 
able  to  get  back  again  the  audience  which  he  has  lost 
until  he  has  first  had  a  rest. 

At  this  point  up  comes  the  flushed  and  elated 
amateur  Christian  advocate,  the  unconscious  cause  of 
the  failure  of  the  Christian  Evidence  lecturer's  meeting 
and  patronisingly  remarks  to  him  : 
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"  What  I  say  is  this  :  Go  into  the  Atheist  meetings 
and  oppose.  Preach  the  Gospel  from  their  own  plat 
forms.  That  is  what  we  ought  to  do.  Did  you  see 
how  eager  even  the  Atheist  lecturer  himself  was  to 
hear  me  speak  ?  I  got  more  people  round  me  in  five 
minutes  than  you  did  at  the  end  of  three  hours'  eviden 
tial  lecture.  The  fact  is  that  Christian  Evidences  are 
deadly  dull.  They  are  also  unspiritual,  and  therefore 
useless.  I  never  bother  my  head  about  any  evidence 
myself.  What  I  say  is,  don't  argue,  but  just  believe 
and  preach.  Did  you  hear  what  the  Atheistic  lecturer 
himself  said  about  my  speech  ?  He  considered  that 
what  I  said  was  much  more  effective  than  what  you 
said.  And  mark  you,  what  he  said  to  me  was  the 
reluctant  praise  of  a  foe.  But  I  am  not,  I  hope, 
uncharitable  ;  I  willingly  recognise  that  you  did  your 
very  best  according  to  your  lights." 

Nothing  is  gained  by  entering  an  opponent's  meeting, 
except  by  the  most  capable  Christian  Evidence  lec 
turers,  and  the  large  majority  of  them  never  attempt 
it.  What  they  do  is  to  hold  a  rival  meeting  next  to 
the  Atheist's  audience — a  meeting  on  their  own  plat 
form,  where  they  possess  all  the  strategic  advantages, 
and  from  their  own  platform  they  draw  away  their 
opponent's  crowd  from  him. 

As  I  have  said,  the  Salvation  Army,  like  the  Church 
Army,  although  possessing  very  militant  names,  never 
fight  Atheism.  It  is  against  the  fundamental  principles 
of  both  "  Armies  "  to  argue  with  anti-Christians  in 
the  latter's  strongholds.  But  both  produce  real  saints. 
One  of  these,  whom  I  know  very  well,  a  man  who 
belongs  to  the  Salvation  Army,  is  a  real  saint  of  the 
mild  and  feminine  type,  and  is  for  ever  talking  about 
his  conversion.  He  surprised  me  greatly  the  other  day 
by  saying  : 
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"  You  know  that  our  band  plays  for  the  open-air 
service  conducted  by  the  clergy  of  the  rural  deanery, 
and  you  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  the  Army  collects 
a  crowd  for  the  parsons,  so  that  they  may  have  a  good 
audience  ready  for  them  when  they  arrive.  Well,  last 
Sunday  our  best  speakers  got  up,  one  after  another, 
and  preached  the  Gospel,  but  not  one  of  them  could 
get  any  audience,  although  the  meeting  ground  was 
crowded  with  men.  I  failed  quite  as  badly  as  did  any 
of  the  others.  We  only  had  two  children  and  a  dog. 
The  clergy  were  due  to  arrive,  and  we  had  no  crowd 
ready  for  them,  and  therefore  we  were  getting  anxious. 
At  this  point  I  caught  sight  of  a  man  within  reach  of 
my  voice  who,  by  his  bearing,  I  felt  sure  must  be  an 
old  soldier,  so  I  shouted  out,  sarcastically,  '  Call  your 
self  a  soldier  !  '  At  once  he  was  up  in  arms  and  began 
to  shout  at  me.  .  .  .  There  were  over  a  thousand 
people  assembled  when  the  parsons  arrived  five  minutes 
later." 

We  hear  much  nowadays  of  two  great  problems 
which  to  a  large  extent  are  really  identical.  Regular 
church-goers  ask  with  amazement :  Why  do  not  the 
masses  attend  places  of  worship  ? 

Christians  also  enquire  :  What  exactly  is  the  mean 
ing,  and  what  are  the  chief  causes,  of  the  widespread 
and  profound  social  unrest  of  to-day,  even  (or,  rather, 
chiefly)  amongst  well-paid  mechanics  and  well-to-do 
miners  ? 

If  there  is  one  method  which  is  better  adapted  than 
any  other  for  arriving  at  a  correct  and  adequate 
solution  of  these  and  of  similar  problems,  unquestion 
ably  it  is  to  lay  one's  self  out,  week  after  week  and 
year  after  year,  as  the  present  writer  has  done,  to 
answer  the  many  and  varied  questions  of  all  comers 
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in  the  parks  and  open  spaces  in  and  around  the 
Metropolis  or  other  large  cities.  When  engaged  in 
such  a  work,  surrounded,  perhaps,  by  hundreds,  and 
occasionally  by  thousands,  of  men  and  lads,  many  of 
whom  are  seething  with  bitter  discontent  at  the  social 
and  cosmic  conditions  in  which  they  live,  and  at  both 
the  worldly  and  at  the  spiritual  perplexities  of  their 
lives,  it  is  impossible  not  to  learn  something  with 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint — a  complaint 
which  certainly  ought  first  to  be  diagnosed  and  after 
wards  to  be  prescribed  for.  This  splendid  opportunity 
for  getting  into  close  touch  with  the  doubts  and  with 
the  discontent  of  the  masses,  and  this  unique  oppor 
tunity  for  helping  them  to  solve  their  actual  problems, 
is  almost  entirely  overlooked  by  organised  Christianity. 
Full  use  of  these  public  meeting  grounds,  and  of  the 
large  crowds  assembled  there,  is  made,  however,  by 
the  organised  enemies  of  religion.  The  mere  handful 
of  enthusiastic  Christian  men  who  not  only  see  clearly 
the  vital  importance  of  open-air  work  of  an  intellectual 
and  evidential  nature,  but  who  also  actively,  regularly, 
and  successfully  engage  in  it,  must  have  a  great  deal 
more  support  from  the  general  body  of  Christians  if 
the  evidential  campaign  is  to  be  adequately  carried  on 
on  our  side.  If,  in  the  open  spaces  of  our  large  centres 
of  population,  the  cause  of  religion  is  not  to  go  by 
default,  if  it  is  not  to  be  largely  lost  for  want  of  advo 
cates,  organised  Christianity  must  give  the  matter  some 
measure  of  serious  attention. 

The  task  is  not  so  easy  as  may  be  supposed  :  the 
number  of  capable  speakers  on  our  side — speakers  who 
really  understand  working  men,  speakers  who  also 
know  the  awkward  questions  asked  by  working  men, 
and  lecturers  who  know  the  best  popular  answers  to 
the  usual  questions,  speakers  who  can  also  skilfully 

c 
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handle  large  crowds — such  lecturers  are  very  rare 
indeed,  and  are  not  by  any  means  easily  manufac 
tured.  The  best  material  objects  to  the  process  of 
being  manufactured  into  something  better — that  is  to 
say,  into  something  more  suitable. 

It  is,  I  know,  often  said,  and  with  much  truth,  that 
argument  and  controversy  never  yet  made  a  saint. 
Undoubtedly,  the  appeal  to  man's  spiritual  side  or 
"  sense  "  is  of  supreme  and  paramount  importance  in 
religion,  because  religion  is  spiritual  in  its  nature 
rather  than  intellectual.  The  appeal  to  the  spiritual 
side  of  man  is  all-important  in  the  case  of  those  men 
who  are  sufficiently  alive,  spiritually,  to  be  capable  of 
some  response  to  a  spiritual  appeal.  But  if  our  appeal 
is  only  to  the  spiritual  side  of  man,  if  it  is  not  also 
addressed  to  his  intellectual  conscience,  we  shall  not 
influence  those  whose  spiritual  side  has,  under  the 
active  ministrations  of  Atheist  lecturers,  atrophied  as 
the  result  of  doubt  and  from  want  of  use,  and  has 
atrophied  in  proportion  as  the  critical  side  of  their 
nature  has  developed  with  use.  Nor  shall  we  appeal 
to  those  who,  having  long  listened  to  Materialistic 
lecturers,  and  who,  having  read  Materialistic  books  and 
pamphlets  for  many  years,  are  firmly  convinced  that 
man  has  no  soul ;  men  who  are  sure  that  there  is 
no  spiritual  realm,  and  that  there  is  no  God.  Like 
St.  Paul,  we  must  be  all  things  to  all  men.  We  must 
adapt  our  methods  to  the  actual  task  before  us.  Some 
one  has  said  that  all  life  is  like  a  game  of  dominoes  : 
one  has  to  find  out  how  far  one  can  place  one's  own 
like  against  one's  opponent's  like.  In  the  case  of 
those  uneducated  people,  who  are  very  much  alive 
intellectually,  but  who  are  very  inert,  very  "  dead,"1 

1  All  life  manifests  itself  in  "  active  and  vital  correspon 
dence  with  environment  "  :  spiritual  life  displays  itself  in 
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spiritually,  and  who  are  certain  for  many  reasons, 
which  appear  to  them  to  be  not  only  adequate  but 
unanswerable,  that  religion  is  nothing  more  than 
amiable  superstition,  a  mere  survival  from  ancient 
culture — we  must  appeal  to  the  intellect,  because  the 
intellect  is  open  to  appeal.  Then,  later  on,  when  we 
have  broken  down  intellectual  hostility  and  when  we 
have  won  over  the  intellect  to  our  side,  we  may  awaken 
their  spiritual  faculties  into  activity.  But  while  a  man 
is  very  much  alive  to  the  arguments  for  Materialism, 
arguments  which  have  not,  as  far  as  he  knows,  ever 
been  answered,  and  while  he  is  keenly  interested  in 
the  case  for  Atheism — a  case  which  he  has  never  heard 
refuted — he  is  not  likely  to  listen,  even  with  patience, 
still  less  with  courtesy  and  with  respect,  and  certainly 
not  with  docility,  to  a  speaker  who,  in  his  opinion, 
entirely  begs  the  whole  question  at  issue,  and  who 
calmly  takes  the  existence  of  the  soul  and  of  God  for 
granted,  as  though  these  were  not  the  very  questions 
in  dispute. 

If  and  when  a  devout  Christian  enters  a  park  on 
Sunday,  and  pauses  at  the  public  meeting  ground  to 
listen  to  an  Atheist  agitator's  arguments,  the  Christian 
is  invariably  horrified,  disgusted,  and  enraged,  and, 
feeling  impotent  to  deal  with  the  man's  arguments,  he 
probably  asks  if  such  a  state  of  things  cannot  be  put 
a  stop  to  by  the  police,  or  by  the  London  County 
Council,  or  by  some  other  authority.  If  violent  and 
disgusting  assaults  are  being  made  from  two  or  three 
different  platforms  upon  the  character  of  Our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  upon  the  method  by  which  the 
Incarnation  was  brought  about,  which  are  amongst  the 

active  and  vital  correspondence  between  the  human  spirit 
and  the  Divine  Spirit — God — in  prayer. 
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most  popular  topics  at  anti-Christian  meetings,  the 
stray  Christian  in  the  park  is  apt  to  be  the  more 
insistent  that  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  should  be 
invoked  to  suppress  such  speeches.  The  public  meet 
ings  in  the  open  spaces,  however,  are  but  the  open 
sores  caused  by  a  very  general  malady ;  and  the 
public  meeting  grounds  are  the  spots  where  the  skilful 
spiritual  physician,  rather  than  the  aggressive  police 
man,  is  needed. 

These  meeting  grounds  also  act  as  the  great  safety- 
valves  which  relieve  the  undue  pressure  of  general 
popular  discontent  on  the  part  of  the  "  submerged 
tenth "  and  of  the  working  classes  generally.  To 
drive  the  symptoms  in  is  not  to  cure  the  complaint. 
To  drive  in  the  symptoms  is  to  lose  an  opportunity 
of  really  getting  at  the  malady  at  its  fons  et  origo. 
If  the  disease  is  present,  it  is  very  much  better  to 
let  it  come  to  a  head  and  then  to  deal  with  it  firmly 
and  tenderly,  than  it  is  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
the  police  to  drive  the  symptoms  in.  The  Atheist 
lecturer  is  but  doing,  publicly,  what  others  are  doing 
more  privately  in  the  warehouse,  in  the  shop,  and  in 
the  office.  Further,  however  desirable  it  might  be  to 
do  so,  it  is  impossible  to  muzzle  anti-religious  speakers 
(or  writers).  Free  speech,  in  public,  although  it  is 
nearly  always  accompanied  by  license,  and  often  by 
very  considerable  license,  serves  the  valuable  purpose 
of  acting  as  an  outlet  for  fierce  discontent,  and  of 
relieving  excessive  pressure  on  the  part  of  the  dis 
affected  millions,  whose  standard  of  comfort,  and 
whose  ideals  of  happiness,  have  considerably  outgrown 
their  means  of  realising  them.  Education  has  greatly 
enlarged  the  horizon  of  the  masses  and  has  rendered 
them  very  discontented  with  their  lot,  which  certainly 
does  not  seem  to  improve  with  their  growing  ideals 
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of  the  rights  of  man,  as  such.  Wages  have  gone  up, 
but  so  has  the  cost  of  living. 

The  parks  and  other  open  spaces,  where  public 
meetings  are  allowed,  act  as  "  volcanoes  "  through  which 
a  great  deal  of  excessive  underground  pressure,  and  of 
white-hot  discontent,  finds  violent  but  comparatively 
harmless  vent,  and  thus  prevents  the  occurrence  of  social 
"  earthquakes  "  and  of  popular  "  upheavals  "  which 
might  otherwise,  perhaps,  be  inevitable.  (The  same 
applies  to  the  freedom  enjoyed  by  the  Atheist  Press.) 
The  unrest  of  the  disaffected  masses,  if  "  bottled  up  " 
and  kept  compressed,  might  ultimately  cause  serious 
explosions ;  but  when  allowed  free  and  exaggerated 
expression,  daily,  and  all  day  long,  by  vehement 
agitators,  some  reaction  is  apt  to  follow  on  the  part 
of  those  who  listen  to  the  crude  exaggerations  of  these 
men.  This  reaction  sometimes  takes  the  form  of 
ironic  laughter  on  the  part  of  the  audience,  and  usually 
the  impassioned  orator,  after  a  moment's  perplexity 
and  hesitation,  himself  joins  heartily  in  the  laugh. 
He  realises  that  when  the  laugh  is  at  his  expense,  the 
wisest  thing  to  do  is  to  join  in  the  laugh  himself. 

Let  me  repeat :  it  is  a  mistake  for  Christians — 
instead  of  tactfully,  sympathetically,  and  firmly  dealing 
with  popular  disaffection  at  its  various  recognised 
centres — to  combine  together  forcibly  to  put  a  stop 
to  free  speech,  even  when  it  degenerates,  which  it 
nearly  always  does,  into  vulgar  abuse  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  blasphemous  license  generally.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
invoke  the  aid  of  the  police,  because  our  opponents 
argue  that  so  strong,  so  numerous,  so  wealthy,  so 
intelligent  a  body  as  the  Church  would  not  be  driven 
to  have  recourse  to  the  strong  arm  of  the  law,  if  the 
Church  was  in  possession,  either  of  the  truth,  or  of 
sufficiently  plausible  arguments  with  which  to  meet 


38       POPULAR  ATTACKS  ON  CHRISTIANITY 

anti-Christian  contentions.  They  think  that,  in  the 
conflict  between  religion  and  secularism,  it  is  a  sign 
of  great  weakness  on  the  part  of  religion  to  have 
to  appeal  to  the  secular  power.  To  call  in  the 
aid  of  the  police  appears  to  our  opponents  to  be  an 
obvious  and  a  pathetic  acknowledgment  of  incom- 
petency  on  the  part  of  the  supporters  of  the  Christian 
position,  just  as  a  small  boy's  appeal  to  "  mother  "  to 
interfere  in  a  discussion  between  him  and  another  boy 
implies  that  he  has  been  beaten  in  the  argument. 
Certain  Atheist  demagogues  have  also  had  splendid 
advertisements  in  the  Press  and  in  Parliament,  owing 
to  unwise  and  unnecessary  prosecutions  of  them  by 
the  police  and  by  others — prosecutions  for  blasphemy, 
and  for  being  a  general  nuisance  to  the  public. 

Opinions  differ  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the 
actual  hostility  to  the  Christian  Church,  but  it  is  per 
fectly  obvious,  as  I  have  said,  that  the  masses,  as  a 
whole,  stand  very  much  aloof  from  organised  Christi 
anity,  and  they  usually  dislike  the  parson.1  The  vast 
majority  of  working  men,  even  when  they  are  not — 
which  is  often  the  case — actively  hostile  to  Christianity, 
are  very  indifferent  to  it.  Consequently  the  question  is 
often  asked  :  "  How  is  it  that  we  have  lost  the  masses  ?  " 

The  reply  is  sometimes  given  that  the  Church  has 
never  yet  embraced  them.  But,  unquestionably,  the 
working  classes  used,  at  one  time,  to  be  very  much 
more  inclined  to  believe  in  God,  and  in  the  existence 
and  immortality  of  the  soul,  than  they  are  now ;  and 

1  Perhaps  the  majority  of  working  men  dislike  and  suspect 
the  clergy  (and  Dissenting  ministers)  as  a  class,  but  respect 
and  even  like  the  one  or  two  about  whom  they  know  some 
thing.  It  is  a  pity  that  they  do  not  know  more  about  the 
clergy  than  they  do  ;  it  is  a  pity  that  more  clergymen  do 
not  go  out  to  the  crowds  and  address  them — on  evidences. 
The  crowds  respect  and  like  the  few  who  do  go  out. 
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they  were,  undoubtedly,  much  more  ecclesiastically- 
minded,  once,  than  they  are  to-day. 

I  very  much  question,  however,  if  the  masses  were 
ever  before  so  much  endued  with  the  genuine  Christian 
spirit  of  brotherhood  as  they  are  at  the  present  time — 
in  so  far,  at  least,  as  brotherly  feeling  towards  their 
own  class  in  all  lands  is  concerned.  In  the  search  for 
some  sympathetic  point  of  contact,  in  our  appeal  to  the 
poor,  we  have  a  most  valuable  one  in  the  very  remark 
able,  reassuring,  and  world-wide  spread  of  humanitarian 
sentiments  amongst  them.  The  success  of  Brotherhoods 
is  largely  due  to  the  appeal  which  is  made  to  the  feeling 
of  brotherhood  based  on  the  Fatherhood  of  God.  Last 
Sunday  I  addressed  one  such  Brotherhood  the  average 
attendance  at  which  is  2,200  men. 

Our  religious  papers  are  constantly  raising  the 
query  :  Why  do  not  working  men  go  to  Church  ?  Work 
ing  men,  if  asked  the  question,  raise  their  eyebrows  in 
surprise  and  reply  with  the  counter  question  :  "  Why 
on  earth  should  we  go  to  Church  ?  There  are  many 
other  and  more  interesting  things  to  do  on  Sunday 
instead."  A  far  more  practical  question,  on  our  part, 
and  one  to  which  the  reply  is  surely  very  easy  and 
obvious,  would  be  : 

If  the  masses  will  not  go  to  Church,  and  if  every 
effort  to  persuade  them  to  do  so  has  more  or  less  failed, 
why  does  not  the  Church  try  the  experiment  of  going 
to  the  masses,  where  they  habitually  assemble  in  their 
thousands  ?  If  the  mountain  will  not  come  to  Mo 
hammed,  Mohammed  must  go  to  the  mountain. 

We  know  where  the  truants  from  our  Churches  are. 
We  are  well  aware  that  they  assemble  regularly  every 
Sunday,  in  hundreds  of  thousands,  in  the  parks  and 
open  spaces,  and  in  unfrequented  side  streets. 

Efforts  are  made,  here  and  there,  to  hold  open-air 
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services.  I  have,  myself,  organised  such  services  every 
Sunday  during  the  summer  for  years,  supported  by  a 
brass  band,  and  by  many  eloquent  preachers.  But, 
for  the  most  part,  open-air  services  are  comparative 
failures.  That  is  to  say,  they  are  failures,  for  the  most 
part,  in  so  far  as  convincing  sceptics  of  the  existence 
of  God  and  of  the  soul  is  concerned.  Such  services 
do  not  attract  those  who  are  not  already  Christians. 
And  those  who  are  Christians  already,  usually  attend 
some  place  of  worship,  whether  indoors  or  in  the  open 
air.  (They  are  apt  to  prefer  the  latter,  because  they 
can  walk  away  as  soon  as  they  get  bored,  and  they  do 
not  consider  that  they  commit  themselves  to  so  much 
by  attending  an  open-air  service,  as  their  attendance 
in  a  church  or  a  chapel  would  do.)  Those  who  have 
deliberately  turned  their  backs  for  years  upon  public 
worship  of  all  kinds,  for  reasons  which  appear  to  them 
to  be  more  than  adequate,  very  naturally  walk  away 
from  it,  promptly,  when  public  worship  aggressively 
comes  out  after  them.  To  be  followed  up  makes  them 
feel  shy  and  suspicious.  If,  however,  at  rare  intervals, 
a  well-known  bishop  comes  out  "  in  costume,"  a  few 
curious  outsiders  may  be  drawn  in,  temporarily,  to 
swell  the  crowd  which  consists,  otherwise,  of  regular 
church  or  chapel-goers,  who  have  deserted  their 
ordinary  place  of  worship,  for  once,  because  they  like 
the  novelty  and  the  fresher  atmosphere  of  an  open-air 
service,  and  because  they  have  "  itching  ears  "  for  new 
preachers,  especially  if  they  have  been  well  advertised 
in  the  secular  Press. 

Non-church-goers  are  not  very  likely  to  be  converted 
from  Materialism  or  from  Secularism  by  evangelistic 
services.  They  have  first  to  be  prepared  by  an  evi 
dential  campaign.  But,  having  been  thus  prepared, 
evangelistic  services  out  of  doors  are  most  valuable, 
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because  men  who  are  afraid  to  commit  themselves  too 
much  at  first,  and  who  think  that  to  "  go  to  church  " 
commits  them  to  a  good  deal  more  than  they  may  find 
themselves  able  to  live  up  to  later  on,  will  stand — or, 
more  often,  lie  down  on  the  grass— on  the  outskirts  of  an 
open-air  service.  If  something  in  the  nature  of  Pleasant 
Sunday  Afternoons  were  arranged  for  Sunday  mornings, 
afternoons  and  evenings,  with  good  speeches  sandwiched 
in  between  sacred  recitations  and  religious  solos,  etc., 
a  very  large  number  of  people  would  attend  regularly. 
Valuable  and  persistent  attempts  are  everywhere 
made  by  clergymen,  by  district  visitors,  and  by  others, 
to  "  get  hold  of "  the  more  or  less  shy  and  reluctant 
individual  working  men  when  they  come  home  tired 
from  their  work.  The  latter  are  apt  to  be  suspicious, 
and  therefore  antagonistic.  As  far  as  it  goes,  however, 
visiting  is  an  excellent  method  of  reaching  the  truants, 
more  particularly  the  women.  Undoubtedly,  much 
can  be  done  by  individual  dealing.  One  can  exactly 
adapt  one's  methods  to  each  specific  case.  But  wholly 
insufficient  attention  is  paid  to  the  intellectual  needs 
of  the  vast  crowds  of  holiday-makers  on  Sundays.  And 
inadequate  notice  is  taken  of  the  religious  perplexities 
of  those  who,  having  nothing  much  to  occupy  their 
attention,  assemble  every  Sunday  in  the  parks  and 
open  spaces  of  our  great  cities,  in  search  of  something 
to  occupy  their  thoughts.  These  men  and  lads,  having 
nothing  very  absorbing  to  engage  their  attention,  hour 
after  hour,  and  being  mentally  alert  after  a  long  night's 
rest,  are  very  much  more  inclined  to  listen  to  anyone 
who  has  anything  to  say  to  them  (in  public)  than  the 
individual  units  composing  the  crowds  would  be  to 
attend  to  what  any  clergyman  or  parochial  worker 
might  have  to  say  to  them,  privately,  on  a  week  night 
in  their  homes. 
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Further,  if,  in  the  attempt  to  reach  the  minds  of  the 
masses,  with  the  object  of  spreading  a  knowledge  of 
spiritual  truth  amongst  them,  five  hundred  or  a 
thousand  men  and  lads  can  be  approached  at  once,  so 
much  the  better,  because  we  have  to  admit  that,  after 
all,  our  supply  of  Christian  speakers  is,  numerically,  a 
mere  handful  as  compared  with  the  millions  who  are 
indifferent  to,  if  they  are  not  actually  hostile  to, 
organised  Christianity. 

For  another  reason,  also,  time  is  more  efficaciously 
spent  in  thus  addressing  large  crowds,  who  have  come 
prepared  to  listen  to  "  someone  or  other  "  than  it  would 
be  in  paying  pastoral  visits  to  single  individuals.  I 
refer  to  the  very  well-known  psychological  feature  of 
all  crowds,  the  very  considerable  effect  produced  upon 
individuals  by  the  presence  of  large  numbers.  An 
appeal,  an  argument,  or  a  joke,  is  very  much  more 
effective  if  addressed  to  a  large  crowd,  than  it  would 
be  if  offered  to  an  isolated  individual  or  two.  This 
psychological  characteristic  of  crowds  is  a  most  valuable 
asset  for  any  speaker,  especially  when  he  wishes  to 
persuade  people  to  adopt  some  line  of  action.  Further, 
numbers  inspire  the  speakers. 

Then  again,  the  relatively  greater  importance  of 
addressing  large  audiences  in  the  open  spaces,  as  com 
pared  with  interviewing  individuals,  one  at  a  time, 
elsewhere,  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  these  parks  and 
open  spaces  are  recognised  by  their  habitue's  as  being 
the  strongholds  of  the  enemies  of  religion.  Therefore, 
a  Christian  lecturer  is  there  dealing  with,  and  it  is  fully 
recognised  that  he  is  there  dealing  with,  scepticism  and 
irreligion  at  their  various  centres  and  sources.  If  a 
Christian  speaker  can  easily  and  obviously  overcome 
all  objections  in  the  very  centre  of  his  opponents' 
strongholds,  the  fact  impresses  the  ordinary  man  very 
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considerably,  and  the  more  so  because  he  is  usually  apt 
to  think  that — although  mere  sentiment  may  be  on 
the  side  of  religion — reason,  arguments,  facts,  and 
common-sense  are  certainly  opposed  to  Christian 
Theism.  The  man  in  the  park  is  also  constantly  assert 
ing  that  it  is  the  fool  of  the  capitalist's  family  who 
generally  drifts  into  Holy  Orders,  as  being  the  line  of 
least  resistance,  and  further,  that  every  parson,  know 
ing  the  intellectual  weakness  of  his  position,  and  not 
being  of  a  very  manly  type,  takes  very  good  care  to 
remain  safe  "  six  feet  above  all  contradiction  "  in  his 
pulpit,  instead  of  coming  out  into  the  open,  and  there 
facing  the  music  like  a  man — a  man  who  is  sure  of  his 
position. 

A  very  large  number,  perhaps  the  majority,  of  those 
who  assemble  in  the  parks  and  open  spaces,  are  quite 
open-minded,  and  the  strength  of  the  anti-Christian 
appeal  often  lies  in  the  willingness  of  Atheist  lecturers 
to  elicit  Christian  opposition  (of  a  certain  kind).  They 
do  not  welcome  capable  opposition.  The  park  habitues 
very  often  tell  me  they  hold  no  brief  for  anything  but 
the  truth.  They  call  the  open-air  public  meeting 
ground  their  "  university,"  and  they  wander  im 
partially  from  one  agitator  to  another,  with  the  object, 
as  they  pathetically  express  it,  of  learning  something, 
of  clearing  their  minds  of  fog,  and  of  enlarging  their 
intellectual  horizon.  These  advantages  they  expect  to 
gain  at  any  capable  speaker's  meeting,  whatever  his 
opinions,  whatever  his  subject,  or  whatever  his  special 
qualifications  may  be  ;  and  the  speaker  to  whom  they 
listen  is  usually  a  non-Christian,  and  he  is  often  a 
practised  Atheist  lecturer.  The  crowds  listen  with 
extraordinary  impartiality  to  one  demagogue  after 
another.  They  say  that,  holding  no  brief  for  any 
thing  but  the  truth,  they  are  equally  desirous  of  hearing 
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whatever  can  be  urged  on  both  sides  of  every  current 
controversy,  because  otherwise  the  ultimate  opinions 
at  which  they  may  arrive  would  not  be  worth  much. 

It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  religious  world  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  irreligious  world  on  the  other 
hand,  stand  very  much  aloof  the  one  from  the  other. 
It  is  abundantly  clear  that  neither  the  religious,  nor  the 
anti-religious  sections  of  the  community,  understands, 
or  is  in  sympathy  with  the  other.  The  result  is  that 
they  lamentably  fail  to  appeal  to  one  another,  or  to  meet 
each  other's  real  arguments.  They  do  not  even  know 
what  the  arguments  on  the  other  side  really  are.  They 
do  not  come  to  close  grips.  They  resemble  the  two 
comic  combatants,  mentioned  in  a  book  written  by 
some  humorist,  two  combatants  who  challenged  each 
other  to  a  duel  with  swords  at  a  distance  from  each 
other  of  a  hundred  yards. 

If  anyone  wishes  to  compare  the  general  outlook  of 
the  Christian  with  that  of  the  anti-Christian,  he  can 
readily  do  so  by  placing  side  by  side  one  of  the  ordinary 
religious  newspapers  and  one  of  the  many  typical 
anti-Theistic  publications.  Let  him,  for  instance,  com 
pare  The  Church  Times  with  The  Literary  Guide,  or 
The  Record  with  The  Freethinker. 

The  religious  world  is  absorbed,  for  the  most  part,  in 
such  innumerable  and  fascinating  problems  as  those 
which  arise  out  of  the  unceasing,  and,  no  doubt,  ex 
ceedingly  interesting  triangular  fight  which  is  carried 
on  between  the  High  Church,  the  Low  Church,  and  the 
Broad  Church.  Or  the  attention  of  the  Christian 
community  is  riveted  upon  the  civil  war  which  is 
being  ceaselessly  waged  between  all  parties  of  the 
Anglican  Church  combined,  on  the  one  side,  and  Non 
conformity  on  the  other  side.  Other  Christians  are 
more  interested  in  the  fight  which  is  carried  on  between 
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Anglicans  and  Dissenters  on  the  one  hand,  and  Roman 
Catholics  on  the  other  hand  ;  or  between  all  Christians 
combined,  against  Mohammedans  and  against  Jews, 
because  they  are  non-Christian  Theists.  Many  of  us 
are  enthusiastically  engaged  in  more  than  one  of  these 
campaigns  simultaneously.  Such  civil  war  between 
different  schools  of  Theists,  however  attractive  it  may 
be  to  the  combatants,  and  however  meritorious  it  may 
appear  to  us  to  be,  is,  of  course,  an  invaluable  asset  to 
the  amused  and  delighted — but  contemptuous — enemies 
of  all  religion.  These  latter  say  that  religion  has  been 
the  cause  of  more  persecution  than  has  anything  else, 
and  that  of  all  forms  of  bitterness  odium  theologicum 
is  the  most  odious. 

We  do  not  carry  on  our  many  civil  wars  privately. 
The  ordinary  Atheist  knows  a  good  deal  about  them, 
and  he  imagines  a  great  deal  more.  The  secular  Press  is 
one  source  of  his  information.  Further,  the  com 
batants,  the  most  violent  and  the  most  abusive  of 
them,  "  wash  their  dirty  linen  "  in  the  strongholds  of 
Atheism.  The  combat  between  rival  Christian  bodies 
takes  place  publicly  every  Sunday,  and  all  day  Sunday, 
in  Hyde  Park,  championed  by  the  most  outrageously 
vulgar  and  abusive  persons,  in  the  presence  of  the  much 
interested  and  contemptuous  common  foes  of  all 
religion,  who  are  eager  to  secure  Christian  evidence 
against  Christian  bodies.  Not  long  ago,  I  saw  one  of 
them  (who  had  been  a  little  more  abusive  than  usual) 
taken  to  the  police-station,  followed  thither  by  thou 
sands  of  people,  few  of  whom  were  religious,  and 
many  of  whom  were  anti-Christian.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  fascinating  Christian  civil  war,  the  Protestant 
lecturer  provides  the  attentive  Atheist  with  most  useful 
but  hardly  fair,  materials  to  use  against  Roman 
Catholicism  ;  and  the  Roman  Catholic  orator,  not  to 
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be  outdone,  provides  the  Atheist  with  valuable,  but 
hardly  truthful,  arguments  to  use  against  Protestant 
ism.  The  Protestant  is  the  worst.  When  thus  fur 
nished  by  Christians  themselves  with  a  useful  supply  of 
war  material,  the  imaginative  Atheist,  who  has  been 
taking  notes,  is  equipped  with  telling  arguments  to  use 
against  both  wings  of  the  Christian  army  indiscrimin 
ately.  And  if  he  holds  his  meeting  between  the  other 
two  crowds,  he  is  surrounded  by  people  who,  having 
espoused  neither  side,  are  very  ready  to  hear  both  of 
the  disputants  attacked  simultaneously.  It  makes  no 
difference  to  the  Atheist  lecturer  which  wing  he  attacks 
first  and  which  he  assaults  second,  or  whether  he 
attacks  them  both  at  once. 

The  internecine  strife  between  different  sections  of 
the  Church  Militant,  splits  up  the  various  regiments  of 
the  Christian  army  into,  more  or  less,  violently  hostile 
camps.  Our  civil  war  also  exhausts  untold  time, 
energy,  and  money,  all  of  which  are  sorely  needed  for 
the  combat  which  ought  to  be  taking  place  with  rank 
Materialism,  with  blatant  Secularism,  with  aggressive 
Atheism,  and  with  dogmatic  Agnosticism.  The  amount 
of  money  and  of  energy  which  is  spent  annually  upon 
the  Kensitite  campaign  alone  would  turn  the  tide  of 
battle  between  Christianity  and  materialistic  anti- 
Theism  if  it  were  devoted  to  that  very  much  neglected 
campaign. 

The  unceasing  civil  war  in  the  Christian  army  dis 
tracts  attention  from  the  fact  that  all  the  fundamental 
tenets  of  Theism  are  being  violently  and  confidently 
attacked  from  all  sides  by  the  common  foe  of  all  religion. 
Further,  our  sectarian  squabbles  distract  attention  from 
the  fact  that  all  the  fundamental  tenets  of  Theism  are 
being  very  inadequately  defended.  And,  in  addition 
to  alljthis,  as  I  have  said,  the  weapons  which  are  forged 
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for  use  in  our  bitter  civil  war  against  our  own  brethren, 
come  in  very  handy  for  the  Atheist  opponents  of  all 
religion  to  employ  against  Christian  Theism  in  general, 
and  against  each  section  of  it  in  particular.  We  pro 
vide  just  the  sort  of  weapons,  and  just  the  very  kind 
of  ammunition  which  our  enemies  most  need,  viz.,  the 
wholesale  condemnation  of  all  kinds  of  Christianity  by 
Christians  themselves. 

Nor  is  it  only  the  outrageous  Protestant  "  tub- 
thumper  "  of  the  Kensitite  type,  and  the  vulgar  Roman 
Catholic  demagogue,  who  are  guilty  of  this  supreme 
folly.  The  other  day,  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
cultured  of  Atheistic  writers1  and  lecturers,  who  was 
once  a  Roman  Catholic  monk,  and  who  is  very  well 
known  as  being  the  ablest  official  of  the  Rationalist 
Press  Association,  brought  out  a  book  attacking  Roman 
Catholicism.  Naturally  enough  he  did  not  overlook 
the  important  fact  that  there  is  bitter  civil  war  within 
the  Christian  camp.  He  therefore  sent  copies  of  his 
book  to  the  Protestant  (and  Anglo-Catholic)  Press, 
knowing  their  high  appreciation  of  such  literature. 
The  result  was,  of  course,  what  our  able  and  shrewd 
opponent  counted  upon,  viz.,  that  practically  every 
religious  paper  which  was  not  Roman  Catholic  lavished 
fulsome  eulogy  upon  this  Atheist's  book,  although  it 
can  hardly  have  been  unknown  to  the  sectarian  re 
viewers  and  editors  that  the  writer  of  the  book  (Mr. 
Joseph  McCabe)  was  an  active  opponent  of  all  Theism 
indiscriminately.  This  shrewd  anti-Theist's  next  attack 
will  probably  be  upon  some  other  section  of  the  Theistic 
camp,  upon  Anglicans,  perhaps,  or  possibly  upon  Dis- 

1  The  modern  Atheist  does  not  claim  that  he  can  demon 
strate  that  there  is  no  God,  but  he  asserts  that  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  God  does  exist.  Atheism  is  used  by 
modern  Atheists  to  denote  "  anti-Theism." 


48       POPULAR  ATTACKS  ON  CHRISTIANITY 

senters,  it  matters  little  in  which  order  he  attacks  us. 
Either  section  will  serve  his  purpose  equally  well.  Our 
foes  take  us  in  detail — they  attack  one  section  at  a 
time — assisted  by  the  Christian  foes  of  that  particular 
section  of  Christianity.  If  his  next  onslaught  is  upon 
Anglicans,  his  book  will  confidently  be  sent  by  the 
smiling  author  to  the  Free  Church  Press  for  review, 
and  perhaps,  even  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Press,  whose 
fold  the  writer  has  left.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  his  next 
book  represents  an  attack  upon  Dissenters,  it  will 
smilingly  be  sent  to  Anglican,  and  perhaps  even  to 
Roman  Catholic  papers  and  magazines  for  eulogy. 
In  each  case,  simple-minded  reviewers  and  naive 
editors,  carried  away  by  the  predominance  of  sec 
tarian  bitterness  over  enthusiasm  for  Theism,  or  shall 
we  say  carried  away  by  the  predominance  of  sublime 
and  saintly  party  spirit  (as  distinguished  from  enthu 
siasm  for  Christian  Theism)  will  strongly  advise  their 
readers  to  buy  so  excellent  and  so  militant  a  book,  and 
to  recommend  it  to  all  their  friends.  Thus  do  we  play 
into  the  hands  of  our  common  foe  (of  whose  very 
existence  most  of  us  appear  to  be  sublimely  ignorant). 
In  our  anxiety  to  score  points  off  our  fellow-Christians, 
who  cast-out  devils  in  Christ's  name,  but  "  who  do  not 
follow  us,"  and  who  are  "  not  of  our  fold,"  we  cause 
much  hilarity,  not  to  say  fierce  contempt,  in  the  enemy's 
camp.  "  The  children  of  this  world  are  wiser  in  their 
generation  than  the  children  of  light." 

The  ecclesiastically-minded,  or  sectarian  Church 
man  or  Nonconformist,  while  displaying  very  little 
knowledge  of,  and  even  less  interest  in,  the  general 
assault  upon  Christian  Theism,  is  intensely  interested  in 
arguments  upon  most  important  and  very  subtle  sacra 
mental  and  ecclesiastical  questions.  If  he  be  of  a 
combative  nature,  much  of  his  time,  his  thought,  his 
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energy  and  his  money,  are  lavishly  expended  upon 
defending  his  own  side,  and  upon  fighting  the  other 
side,  in  the  unending  conflict  which  is  waged  around 
such  controversial  problems  as  the  Validity  of  Anglican 
Orders,  Infant  Baptism,  the  Eastward  Position,  Sudden 
Conversion,  Morning  or  Evening  Communion,  the  use 
of  this,  of  that,  or  of  the  other  kind  of  Vestment,  par 
ticular  modes  of  Ecclesiastical  Government,  the  Right  of 
Private  Judgment,  the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  question, 
Disestablishment  and  Disendowment,  etc.,  etc.  Whole 
libraries  have  been,  and  are  now  being  written  upon 
these,  and  upon  many  other  similar  and  equally 
fascinating,  important,  interesting,  and  undoubtedly 
most  absorbing  controversial  points.  Many  thousands 
of  pounds  and  the  best  work  of  numerous  scholars  and 
organisers  are  being  eagerly  lavished  every  year  upon 
supporting  the  rival  sides  which  are  engaged  in  the 
various  conflicts. 

These  are,  indeed,  most  engrossing  topics  for  those 
who  long  ago,  and  once  and  for  all,  made  up  their  minds 
with  regard  to  all  the  more  fundamental  problems 
which  underlie  them  all,  and  which  are  of  the  very 
essence  of  all  religion.  But  the  masses,  in  so  far  as 
they  are  interested  in  any  religious  questions  at  all, 
are  profoundly  indifferent  to  such  problems  as  those 
enumerated  above — except,  perhaps,  in  disendowment, 
which  appeals  to  some  as  a  utilitarian  project.  Working 
men  are  interested,  if  at  all,  in  other  problems  which 
are  quite  different,  problems  which  are,  from  their 
point  of  view,  certainly  no  less  difficult  to  solve,  and 
problems  that  appear  to  the  masses  to  be  far  more 
important,  because  much  more  fundamental,  such  as : 

Has  man  (or  is  he)  a  soul  or  spirit,  as  distinct  from 
body  ?  Or  is  the  self  or  ego  merely  an  attribute  of 
the  body  ? 
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Is  there  any  evidence  that  the  former  survives  the 
latter  ? 

Does  God  exist  ? 

If  He  does,  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  finite 
man  can  possibly  know  anything  whatever  about 
Him? 

Is  man's  impression  that  he  has  some  measure  of 
freedom  of  choice  between  alternatives  a  delusion,  or 
are  we  to  retain  some  measure  of  belief  in  the  freedom 
of  the  human  will  ? 

Has  prayer  any  efficacy  whatever  ?  If  so,  what 
kind  of  effects  and  what  degree  of  results  can  petitions 
to  God  accomplish  ? 

Why  do  infants  suffer  pain  and  misery  through  no 
fault  of  their  own  ? 

What  moral  justification  is  there  for  disease  being 
passed  on  from  parent  to  child  ?  Why  are  the  follies, 
the  mistakes,  and  the  sins  of  parents  visited  upon  the 
children  ? 

"  Does  not  Nature,  red  in  tooth  and  claw,"  "  shriek 
against  "  the  Christian's  belief  in  a  beneficent  Provi 
dence  ? 

Who,  or  what,  is  the  First  Cause  of  the  so-called 
"  Acts  of  God,"  such  as  volcanic  eruptions,  earth 
quakes,  cyclones,  and  tidal-waves  ? 

Are  cancer,  disease-germs,  parasites,  etc.,  deliberately 
caused  by  an  Omniscient  and  Beneficent  Being  ? 

Is  it  possible  to  reconcile  the  belief  in  Evolution 
with  the  belief  in  Creation  ? 

Why  does  the  saint  come  off  no  better  than  the  rogue 
in  the  matter  of  immunity  from  disease,  from  sorrow, 
and  from  pain  ? 

Ought  we  to  believe  that  a  method  of  action  which, 
if  adopted  by  man,  would  undoubtedly  be  immoral, 
is  moral  and  right  if  practised  by  Jehovah ;  can  the 
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God  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob,  like  ancient 
kings,  "do  no  wrong  ?  " 

Is  the  Bible  in  any  sense  the  Word  of  God  ?  If  so, 
why  is  it  not  perfect  and  consistent,  and  why  does  it 
display  ignorance  of  nature — as  compared  with  our 
modern  natural  science  ? 

What  is  meant  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and 
by  that  of  the  Divinity  of  Christ  ?  How  can  a  third 
of  God  send  another  third  of  God  to  the  remaining 
third  of  God  if  all  three  thirds  are  one  and  omnipresent  ? 

The  ordinary  man  cannot  understand  why  a  considera 
tion  of  these  awkward  and  insistent  questions  is  so 
largely  crowded  out  of  the  ecclesiastical  mind  by  such 
problems  as  the  deceased  wife's  sister  problem,  or 
whether  the  Holy  Communion  should  be  administered 
in  the  morning  or  in  the  evening.  It  seems  to  many 
an  onlooker,  that  the  behaviour  of  the  Church  Militant 
resembles  that  of  a  householder  who  is  quarrelling 
with  his  wife  and  children  about  which  is  the  oldest 
and  therefore,  of  course,  the  best  pattern  to  choose 
for  the  wall-paper  in  the  attic,  while  burglars  are  left 
undisturbed  to  rifle  the  rest  of  the  house,  and  then  to 
set  fire  to  the  entire  premises. 

No  one  will  question  either  the  considerable  intelli 
gence,  or  the  very  extensive  knowledge  of  the  working 
classes,  possessed  by  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  M.P., 
who  has  been  leader  of  the  Labour  Party  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  (He  is  a  Christian.)  Recently,  he 
declared  that : 

"  Never  within  the  last  decade  has  Christianity  been  so 
seriously  menaced  as  it  is  to-day  in  England  by  two  grave 
dangers.  The  first  is  the  alienation  of  the  working  classes 
from  the  churches,  and  the  second  is  the  audacious  and 
frenzied  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  capture  the  shy,  soured  and 
distrustful  masses  for  secularism." 
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Some  (I  think  most)  of  the  Labour  leaders  in  the 
House  of  Commons  are  Christians,  but  their  constituents 
are,  for  the  most,  indifferent  to,  and  many  of  them 
are  actively  hostile  to,  organised  religion,  and  even 
to  Christian  Theism  as  a  system  of  beliefs.  Christians 
who  keenly  feel  the  alienation  of  the  masses  from 
Christianity  have  made  a  great  deal  of  the  fact 
that  so  many  Labour  leaders  are  Christians.  This 
fact  has  been  used  as  an  argument  against  the  fact 
that  so  many  of  their  followers  are  not  Christians. 
It  is  argued  that  if  the  Leaders  are  Christians,  so  must 
their  followers  be.  But  the  latter  are  very  far  indeed 
from  being  so  docile  as  is  often  supposed.  They  do 
not  take  over  the  religious  beliefs  of  their  leaders  as 
children  accept  the  religion  of  their  parents — without 
question — very  far  from  it. 

The  Leaders  have  become  such,  for  three  reasons, 
amongst  others,  reasons  which  do  not  apply  to  the 
great  mass  of  their  followers.  They  have  become 
leaders  : 

1 i )  Because  many  of  them  acquired  whatever  measure 
of  the  art  of  guiding  and  of  directing  that  they  possess, 
in    connection   with   well   organised    and   democratic 
religious    organisations,    such    as    Brotherhoods    and 
Pleasant  Sunday  Afternoons,  without  the  assistance 
of  which  bodies  they  never  would  have  learned  how 
to  lead,  and  therefore  would  not  have  been  elected 
to  lead  their  fellows  in  politics  or  in  anything  else. 

(2)  Because,    being   Christians,    the   Leaders   have 
lived  the  consistent,   temperate,   and  moral  sort   of 
lives  that  inspire  confidence  in  their  fellows,  even  in  the 
case  of  those  who  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  imitate 
them,  or  to  tread  the  narrow  path  themselves. 

(3)  The  Labour  leaders  are  both  Christian  Theists,  and 
also  recognised  popular  guides,  because  they  are  far 
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more  intelligent  and  more  studious  than  are  the  rank 
and  file  of  their  followers.     It  requires  brains,  culture 
and  mental  energy  (a)  to  become  a  Labour  leader,  and 
(b)  to  refute  the  plausible  arguments  of  Atheist  lecturers 
and  writers,  arguments  which  the  ordinary  working 
man  cannot  refute.    As  Bacon  said,  "  A  little  philosophy 
inclineth  man's  mind  to  Atheism,  but  depth  of  philo 
sophy  bringeth  him  about  again  to  Theism." 
"  A  little  knowledge  is  a  dangerous  thing  : 
Drink  deep,  or  taste  not  the  Pierian  Spring." 

It  is,  perhaps,  on  the  whole,  an  advantage  that  violent 
and  widespread  attacks  upon  Christianity  are  breaking 
down  the  general  attitude  of  stolid  indifference  to 
religion  on  the  part  of  the  masses.  I  was  speaking 
indoors,  the  other  day,  to  a  Sunday  afternoon  con 
gregation,  which  was  officially  estimated  at  an  average 
of  considerably  more  than  a  thousand  men,  mostly 
of  the  poorer  class.  Being  unable  to  discover  any 
reason  for  the  assemblage  of  so  many  men  I  asked  for 
an  explanation,  and  was  informed  by  one  of  the  lay 
workers  that  the  audience  had  been  drawn  together, 
almost  wholly,  by  the  natural  reaction  which  had  been 
set  up  in  the  neighbourhood  in  consequence  of  the 
violent,  and  unopposed,  local  attacks  made  upon 
Christianity  by  Atheists  at  open-air  meetings. 

If  the  Atheistic  campaign  is  actively  opposed,  in 
difference  is  still  more  rapidly  dissipated.  Human 
nature  being  what  it  is,  wherever  there  is  a  fight  of  any 
kind  going  on,  indifference,  however  profound,  and 
however  habitual  it  may  be,  is  very  apt  gradually  to 
give  way  to  interest,  which  is  likely  to  become  more 
and  more  keen  as  the  combat  proceeds.  In  this  way, 
sympathy  with  the  one  side  or  with  the  other  in  the 
conflict  is  born  and  fostered. 

(A  man  may  live  in  the  next  house  to  one  occupied 
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by  a  dog,  and  he  may  see  the  dog  every  day  for  years 
without  giving  it  sufficient  attention  even  to  be  aware 
of  its  existence.  But  if  it  has  a  prolonged  fight, 
the  man  will  not  only  notice  it,  but  he  is  almost  sure  to 
take  a  considerable  interest  in  the  dog,  and  if  his 
sympathies  go  out  to  it  in  the  course  of  the  fight,  he 
may  ever  afterwards  be  a  warm  friend  to  it.  There 
is  something  very  arresting  in  a  dog-fight,  even  to  a 
man  who  is  not  interested  in  the  canine  species.) 

There  is  not  much  in  the  negations  and  in  the  pessi 
mism  of  Atheism  to  inspire  enthusiasm,  therefore 
Christianity,  with  its  positive  and  optimistic  creed, 
stands  to  gain  by  any  conflict  between  them — -always 
supposing  that  the  champions  upon  our  side  have 
qualified  for  the  fray  before  they  embark  upon  it. 
This  is  by  no  means  always  the  case,  because  ignorant 
people  are  always  more  venturesome  than  those 
who  possess  more  knowledge.  And  enthusiasm  for 
a  cause  is  to  be  found  quite  as  much  amongst  the  former 
as  amongst  the  latter. 

The  Bishop  of  London,  who  belongs  to  the  devotional 
and  evangelistic,  rather  than  to  the  argumentative 
and  evidential  type  of  Christian,  and  who  has  had 
considerable  opportunities  for  making  enquiries  and 
for  discovering  the  facts,  said  with  regard  to  the  open- 
air  propagation  of  Atheism  in  a  part  of  London  where 
there  is  less  of  it  than  in  almost  any  other  area  of  the 
metropolis  : 

"  Take  the  East  End.  I  am  convinced  there  are  men  and 
women  who  have  not  the  slightest  idea  of  what  goes  on  in 
the  great  working-class  quarters  in  great  towns.  If  they 
could  have  gone — as  I  have  gone  myself — out  into  Victoria 
Park  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  and  have  watched  men  at  all 
the  stands  in  full  work,  teaching  different  things  to  hundreds, 
aye  thousands  of  men  and  lads,  and  have  heard  some  of  the 
teaching  which  these  men  and  lads  were  listening  to,  they 
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would  have  seen  in  a  moment  the  absolute  necessity  oi 
Christian  Evidence  work.  I  have  stood  there  afternoon  after 
afternoon  listening  to  lectures,  before  getting  up  to  answer 
them  ;  and  those  of  you  who  have  never  heard  these  lectures 
can  hardly  imagine  the  baneful  effect  they  may  produce  upon 
a  boy's  faith  when  he  hears  the  Bible  scoffed  at,  Jesus  Christ 
— certainly  His  claims — sneered  at,  and  great  doubts  thrown 
upon  the  possibility  of  there  being  a  God  at  all.  Had  you 
stood  and  listened — as  I  did — to  such  teaching,  and  seen  the 
boys  clapping  and  applauding — boys  who  ought  to  have  been 
in  the  Sunday  school,  learning  the  faith  of  their  fathers — and 
heard  no  voice  raised  on  the  other  side,  to  speak  to  these 
lads  of  the  truth,  as  we  believe  it,  in  Christ  Jesus,  surely  your 
blood  would  have  boiled,  as  mine  has,  at  the  sight. 

"  What,  I  say,  can  be  thought  of  Christianity  by  working 
men  if  there  is  no  effort  put  forward  on  our  side  ?  Of  course 
the  case  is  regarded  by  lookers-on  as  going  by  default  ;  of 
course  '  Freethinkers  '  go  away  and  boast  that  we  cannot 
answer  these  things,  that  we  do  not  meet  them  there  because 
we  cannot  answer  them." 

The  above  quotation  from  the  Bishop  of  London's 
speech  is  taken  from  the  official  report  of  a  meeting 
of  the  Christian  Evidence  Society  which  (with  its 
North  London  Branch)  amongst  other  activities, 
arranges  for  some  700  open-air  lectures  during  the 
summer,  and  also  for  some  600  lectures  in  the  winter, 
in  the  chief  parks  and  open  spaces  in  London  and  else 
where — lectures  by  trained  evidential  speakers,  who 
thoroughly  understand  the  problem  and  the  crowds, 
and  who  answer  the  questions  of  all  comers  and  always 
invite  opposition. 

What  the  Bishop  of  London  said  about  leaving 
the  anti-Christian  advocate  in  the  park  to  have  a 
"  walk  over,"  applies  to  the  anti-Christian  books  which 
usually  are  either  left  unanswered1  or  else  are  very 

1  There  is  a  book  by  "  Philip  Vivian  "  which  has  not  yet 
been  adequately  answered,  but  the  North  London  Christian 
Evidence  League  has  issued  in  reply  "  Pagan  and  Christian 
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inadequately  replied  to,  probably  because  comparatively 
few  Christians  know  of  their  existence.  Sometimes 
a  popular  Atheistic  book  has  a  tremendous  sale  at  the 
popular  price  of  sixpence  or  even  threepence  a  copy ;  and 
when  referred  to  in  the  park-crowd,  half  a  dozen  men 
take  it  out  of  their  pockets  to  verify  quotations  from  it. 

Some  considerable  time  after  the  issue  of  such 
a  book,  and  when  our  case  has  already  gone  by 
default,  a  tardy  answer  to  it  comes  out,  an  answer 
which  is  written  in  such  a  way  that  no  ordinary  man 
can  read  it  with  any  degree  of  ease,  or  of  interest, 
or  of  pleasure.  And  often  enough  he  cannot  read  it 
with  much  profit  either.  This  method  of  defending 
our  position  is  very  unsatisfactory.  We  are  able  to  do 
much  better,  and  we  should  do  so,  if  the  Church,  as  a 
whole,  gave  its  attention  to  the  matter. 

The  world  of  culture  is  apt  to  treat  such  books  as 
those  by  Mr.  Blatchford,  and  the  doubts  and  denials 
of  the  stump  orator  in  the  park,  with  considerable 
contempt,  and  to  consider  that  the  best  and  most 
damaging  argument  to  use  against  them  is  the  scorn 
ful  silence  of  supreme  contempt.  But  the  masses  who 
have  read  these  books  and  have  heard  these  lectures 
with  great  interest  and  docility,  and  who  have  greatly 
appreciated,  and  have  thoroughly  digested  their 
contents,  do  not  regard  persistent  silence,  on  our  part, 
to  be  an  adequate  or  a  convincing  method  of  refuting 
the  numerous  and  plausible  arguments  contained 
in  them.  Those  for  whom  these  books  are  written 

Parallels  "  (6d.  net.),  "  Mythic  Christs  and  the  True  "  (6d.  net.) 
and  "  Pagan  Christs  "  (3^.  net.) — Hunter  &  Longhurst,  Pater 
noster  Row. 

There  are  various  anti-Theistic  books  of  a  more  profound 
nature,  which  are  very  well  known  to  the  opponents  of 
Christianity,  and  which  have  not  yet  been  answered.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  advertise  these  books  in  this  volume. 
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and  for  whom  Atheist  lectures  are  delivered,  interpret 
our  silence  with  regard  to  their  contentions  as  the 
result  of  impotence,  born  of  entire  inability  to  reply 
to  their  arguments  with  any  hope  of  success. 

Most  convinced  Christians  who  have  seen  the  more 
popular  of  the  above-mentioned  books  and  others 
similar  to  them,  had  not  patience  to  read  what  seemed 
to  them  to  be  such  absurd  and  far-fetched  arguments, 
and  such  gross  misrepresentations  of  our  position. 
But  until  we  know  what,  exactly,  are  the  actual  argu 
ments  which  appeal  most  strongly  to  the  masses, 
and  until  we  know  what  are  the  contentions  of  our 
opponents  which,  because  most  convincing  to  the 
masses,  it  is  best  worth  our  while  to  meet  and  answer, 
it  is  obviously  impossible  to  be  in  a  position  adequately 
to  refute  them. 

The  Church  does  not  sufficiently  reconnoitre  the 
enemy's  position.  In  fact,  the  Church  Militant  is  very 
deficient  in  the  "  aeroplane  "  branch  of  the  service. 
We  lack  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  battle-field.  And  it  is 
obvious  that  we  shall  not  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 
enemy's  innumerable  and  interlinked  positions  by 
merely  preaching  in  our  churches  on  the  merits  of 
believing,  or,  as  our  opponents  express  it,  safely  dog 
matising  in  pulpits  "  six  feet  above  all  contradiction." 
Nor  shall  we  defeat  our  foes  by  merely  endeavouring 
to  persuade  ourselves  and  others  that  there  is  really 
no  enemy  in  the  field,  or  that  scepticism  will  die  a 
natural  death  if  we  refrain  from  advertising  it  by  the 
splendid  patronage  of  our  attacks  upon  it.  As  I 
have  said,  our  very  dignified,  but  most  mistaken 
conspiracy  of  silence,  on  the  subject  of  our  opponents' 
arguments,  does  not,  in  their  opinion,  adequately 
refute  these  arguments,  which,  however  silent  we 
may  be  with  regard  to  them,  are  very  well  known  to  the 
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"  man  in  the  street."  What  is  not  known  by  him 
is  that  in  each  case  the  reply  which  we  could  make, 
but  do  not  make,  is  far  more  convincing  than  the 
objections  which  are  raised,  and  that  the  popular 
opponent  of  Christianity  seldom  if  ever  opens  his  mouth 
without  "  putting  his  foot  in  it." 

A  constantly  increasing  number  of  working  men  are 
making  reading  ever  more  and  more  a  regular  part  of 
their  recreation.  The  masses  are  being  reached 
by  the  printing  press.  The  eye  of  the  people  is  being 
caught.  How  far  is  the  Church  meeting  the  growing 
demand  for  popular  literature  ?  How  far  do  we  take 
any  interest  in  the  newspapers,  in  the  pamphlets  and 
in  the  other  literature  with  which  the  working  classes 
beguile  so  much  of  their  leisure  on  Sundays  and  on  other 
days  ? 

I  am  surprised  that  Christians  take  so  little  notice  of 
the  Atheistic,  Materialistic,  Secularist,  and  Determinist 
element  in  certain  papers,  pamphlets  and  cheap  reprints. 
We  are  doing  very  little  to  fight  the  Atheistic  literature 
which  is  flooding  the  market.  If  our  cause  is  not  to 
go  by  default  we  must  develop  a  special  class  of  author, 
who  will  write  a  special  kind  of  popular,  simple,  and 
forcible  book  dealing  with  the  evil  to  which  I  refer. 
No  self-respecting  Church  can  allow  to  go  unchallenged 
the  constantly  reiterated  assertions  that  everything 
in  the  universe  is  driven  by  blind  necessity,  and  that, 
therefore,  nobody  has  any  measure  of  freedom  of 
will,  and  that  consequently,  however  disgraceful  a 
man's  actions  may  be,  he  is  not  in  the  least  responsible 
for  them,  and  cannot  logically  be  blamed  for  his  con 
duct.  It  is  also  constantly  being  argued  that  nothing 
exists  but  matter  and  energy,  and  that  therefore  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  spirit  and  that  consequently  there 
can  be  no  God.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  in  the  world 
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of  philosophical  culture,  idealism  is  taking  the  place 
of  materialism  ;  but  this  is  not  true  of  the  masses 
and  their  philosophy  of  life.  It  is  further  asserted 
that  even  if  there  were  a  spiritual  existence  we  could 
not  possibly  know  anything  about  it,  because  we  only 
possess  five  senses  which  only  perceive  material  things. 
It  is  also  asserted,  as  I  have  said,  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  a  purely  mythical  character;  that  He  never  really 
lived  as  an  objective  personality. 

When  such  statements  as  these  fail  to  convince  men, 
they  shed  considerable  doubt  upon  the  fundamentals 
of  Christianity,  and  thus  they  breed  indifference  to 
religion.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  man  in  the 
street,  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  I  am  quite 
certain  that  this  kind  of  literature  must  be  wisely  and 
piquantly  fought,  without  advertising  it ;  and,  further, 
that  we  must  set  to  work  to  do  so  without  any  further 
delay. 

The  books  published  by  Atheists  (like  the  open-air 
lectures  delivered  by  them)  are  interesting,  they  are 
plausible,  simple,  and  racy,  they  also  display  con 
siderable  knowledge  of  human  nature.  These  oppo 
nents  of  all  religion  possess  style  of  a  kind  which  makes 
their  utterances  very  attractive  to  the  masses.  One 
anti-Christian  book  is  said  to  have  reached  a  circulation 
of  over  two  million  copies.  That  may  be  an  exaggera 
tion.  But  have  we  any  book  which  attempts  to  meet 
its  arguments  which  can  boast  of  a  circulation  of  one 
hundredth  of  that  figure  ?  What  seems  to  me  so 
absurd  and  humiliating  is  that  the  Church  possesses 
the  brains,  and  the  culture,  and  the  skill,  and  also 
the  truth,  yet  in  the  opinion  of  a  certain  large  section 
of  the  population  we  do  not  appear  to  be  able  to  reply 
adequately  to  the  attacks  made  upon  us  by  the  various 
Atheist  societies,  and  by  many  anti-Christian  free  lances. 
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What  I  wish  to  urge  most  strongly  is,  that  while  the 
attack  upon  us — the  issue  of  anti-Christian  literature 
— is  organised,  we  on  our  part  are  not  adequately 
organised  to  meet  this  attack  effectively.  The  ostrich 
policy  of  "  hiding  our  heads  in  the  sand  "  when  we  are 
attacked,  our  refusal  to  admit  unpleasant  facts,  our 
conspiracy  of  silence,  is  not  the  way  to  overcome 
a  keen  and  energetic  enemy.  It  is  not  sufficient  to 
look  after  the  one  working-man  in  a  hundred  who  is 
still  left  behind  in  church  after  the  tide  has  gone  out, 
we  must  energetically  follow  up  with  evidential  litera 
ture  the  ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  working  men  who  have 
left  us,  and  who  are  gradually  drifting  further  and 
further  from  organised  Christianity  as  the  result  of  read 
ing  Atheistic  literature.  We  train  the  little  ones  with 
great  love  and  care  during  their  early  years,  but  when 
they  reach  the  age  of  fourteen,  or  so,  and  come  into 
contact  with  Atheistic  advocates  and  read  their  news 
papers,  and  leaflets,  and  books,  the  whole  of  the  good 
we  have  done  them  is  apt  to  be  undone.  It  is  absurd 
to  take  such  pains  with  the  children  and  then  to  ignore 
those  who  carefully  undo  all  the  good  that  we  have 
done,  as  soon  as  our  pupils  reach  the  critical  age  and 
leave  us. 

How  are  we  to  account  for  the  fact  that  the  Church 
with  its  manifold  activities  has  so  far  neglected  the 
duty  of  combating  the  deliberate  spread  of  Secularism 
by  professional  Atheist  advocates  ?  One  reason  is, 
no  doubt,  that  most  of  us  Christians  who  preach  the 
Gospel  to  believers  have  been  so  enthusiastic,  and  we 
have  been  so  much  engrossed  for  so  many  years  in  our 
work,  that  our  time  has  been  fully  occupied  in  preaching 
the  Gospel  to  believers.  We  therefore  have  little,  or 
no  time,  to  devote  to  opposing  the  inroads  of  unbelief 
which  are  skilfully  organised  by  our  Atheist  and 
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Secularist  opponents.  But  obviously  some  of  us  must 
do  this  work,  if  those  who  do  nothing  but  preach  the 
Gospel  to  the  converted  are  to  keep  up  the  numbers  of 
their  audiences.  The  existence  of  doubt  and  of  its 
deliberate  manufacture  can  no  longer  be  ignored. 
To  exclude  scepticism  from  our  attention  is  not  to 
banish  it  from  existence.  I  am  very  far  indeed  from 
taking  a  pessimistic  view  of  the  modern  environment 
of  religion.  At  the  present  time  the  masses  are  sub 
consciously,  but  none  the  less  really,  experiencing 
what  St.  Augustine  so  strongly  felt  when  he  wrote 
"  O  God,  our  souls  were  made  for  Thee,  and  they  are 
ever  restless  until  they  find  their  rest  in  Thee."  Without 
clearly  realising  what  it  is  that  they  lack,  the  vast  bulk 
of  the  people  are  seriously  in  need  of  some  religion. 
They  are  hungering  and  thirsting  for  spiritual  life. 
They  crave  for  some  theology  which  will  not  violently 
clash  with  their  intellectual  and  ethical  consciences. 
They  require  a  religious  philosophy  which  shall  be  in 
harmony  with  the  best  of  their  ethical  and  spiritual 
ideals.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  they  are  without 
such  ideals.  The  majority  of  those  who,  at  present, 
certainly  are  not  what  we  usually  call  religious,  yet 
have,  sub-consciously  at  least,  definitely  reached  that 
normal  human  sense  of  spiritual  emptiness  and  of 
moral  dissatisfaction  which  is  the  germ  of  all  religion, 
the  embryonic  stage  of  all  saintliness.  As  our  Lord 
said,  "  Man  cannot  live  by  bread  alone."  Man,  as 
such,  cannot  be  satisfied  with  a  merely  animal  existence. 
Professor  G.  J.  Romanes,  when  he  was  an  unwilling 
Atheist,  expressed  his  own  experience  in  the  following 
moving  words  : 

"  With  this  virtual  negation  of  God,  the  universe  to  me  has 
lost  its  soul  of  loveliness,  and  when  I  think  at  times,  as  think  at 
times  I  must,  of  the  appalling  contrast  between  the  hallowed 
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glory  of  that  creed  which  once  was  mine,  and  the  lonely 
mystery  of  existence  as  now  I  find  it — at  such  times  I  shall 
ever  feel  it  impossible  to  avoid  the  sharpest  pang  of  which 
my  nature  is  susceptible."1 

Later  on  "  he  beat  his  music  out,"  and  he  experienced 
that  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding, 
the  peace  which  all  generations  of  Christians  have 
enjoyed,  when  they  have  fully  obeyed  the  higher  law 
of  their  nature  and  have  brought  their  life  into  harmony 
with  the  Divine.  Then,  as  a  devout  communicant  of 
the  Anglican  branch  of  the  Church,  he  wrote  : 

"  The  nature  of  man  without  God  is  thoroughly  miserable, 
as  is  well  shown  by  Pascal,  who  has  devoted  the  whole  of  the 
first  part  of  his  treatise  to  this  subject. 

"  Some  men  are  not  conscious  of  the  cause  of  this  misery  : 
this,  however,  does  not  prevent  the  fact  of  their  being  miser 
able.  For  the  most  part  they  conceal  the  fact  as  well  as 
possible  from  themselves,  by  occupying  their  minds  with 
society,  sport,  frivolity  of  all  kinds,  or,  if  intellectually  dis 
posed,  with  science,  art,  literature,  business,  etc.  This,  how 
ever,  is  but  to  fill  the  starving  belly  with  husks. 

"  Consider  the  happiness  of  religious — and  chiefly  of  the 
highest  religious,  i.e.,  Christian — belief.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact 
that,  besides  being  most  intense,  it  is  most  enduring,  and 
never  staled  by  custom.  In  short,  according  to  the  universal 
testimony  of  those  who  have  it,  it  differs  from  all  other 
happiness,  not  only  in  degree  but  in  kind.  Those  who  have 
it  can  usually  testify  to  what  they  used  to  be  without  it.  It 
has  no  relation  to  intellectual  status.  It  is  a  thing  by  itselt 
and  supreme."* 

1  "  A  Candid  Examination  of  Theism,"  by  "  Physicus." 
8  "  Thoughts  on  Religion,"  p.  152. 
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